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TO MT 
Beloved Pariſhioners. 
Dear Friends, | Es | 
[ Humbly preſent you with 4 Diſ= 
Courſe lately preach'd amongſt , 
The particular Attention you ſeemed - Wl 
ta give it, has gver perſwaded me to i 
make it publick, hoping what is here 
ſaid, may be ſerviceable to other People 
as well as you, to whom I am obligd NY 
eſpecially to addreſs my ſelf. At the Wi 
end Thave added ſome devout Prayers 
and Meditations, collected chiefly from © WA 
other Men, together with ſuch plan 
practical Directions and Ejaculations © 
for a good Life and an happy Death, - 
as I eſteemed. to be of moſt general Cu- 
cru. MW 
Theſe are not intended meerly for © WY 
the peculiar Exigencies of the Daily* Þ 
Penitent, (tho chiefly adapted 6 © 
them) but. may ſerve. ta ſupply the © a 
place of larger Devotions, in all the 1 
common Neceſſities of the Chriſtian» 7 
Warfare. - 
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And that nothing material might 
be wanting in order to the perfecting 
your Helineſs aud Salvation, I have 
already furniſh'd you with a Collecti- 
on of Practical Diſcourſes for every 
Lord's Day throughout the Year, 
_ and The Devout Preparative to 
Death, as #proper Companion in Sick- 
neſs 3 and do intend to preſent you 


The Commu. 2797 4. Tres 
nicant's conſtant riſe concerningthe 
Exerciſe. in two bleſſed Sacrament 
Parts. publiſn'd of the Lord s Supe 
by Mr. Edmund per, which I moſt 
3 earneſtiy recom- 
| o mend to the ſeri- 
ous Peruſal of your ſelves and Families, 
Before, At, and After every Commu- 
mion. | | 

The Deſign gf this and all other my 


F  Labours, is to do you the beſt Service 


I am able; to promote the Good and 
Welfare of your precions immortal 
Souls; to help you to lead à Dewout 
and Holy Life, and to die a Comfort a« 

ble n Bleſſed Death, and to quali- 


yo for the Enjojment of God in 
Heaven. | a 
I have one requeſt to make to you 
and that is, Since I have ſo freely 
put theſe Pap;rs inio your 2 * 
5 that 


The Dedication. 

] that you would be ſerious and dili- 
. gent in the reading of them. Ot her- 
5 wiſe, what is defegn'd for your Ad- 
- vantage, may minifter to your Hurt, 
and by a wilful Neglect, add to your 
A Condemnation in the great and terrible 
0 Day of the Lord. 


— Lay this one Conſideration ſeri- 

1 ouſly to Heart, and I doubt not but 

— by the Grace of God, you may be pre- 

"8 vail d with to meditate upon, and 

7 conſcientiouſly to obſerue thoſe Duties 

po which this and the ſeveral mention 

ſt Books recommend. a 

1 . 

1 | 

s, l am fincerely, Yours 

u- "| 
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5 | Pal 4 4. Commune with r 


own Heart upon me Bea, 
1 and be ſtil. 


HE Author of his | 5 


5 288 2 8 2888844 2 


5 Pſalm was David; bes “ 
53 Occaſion of his Nie 
57 ting it is not certan-„ 


ly known, but ſome 
ſuppoſe (from the Contents of it) 
57 lit was when he was in diftreſs, 
9 | through the Conſpiracy of his | 
3 4. Rebellious Son -#falom. 3% 
Pp The Verſe Ihavs read, i is a pare | 
59 of that pious Advice he was deli. 
vering to his revolted. Subjekts, 
Ein which he perſwades them ro 
8 ſand _ 


F N a Sas , 
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ſtand in awe of the avenging | 
Wrath and Power of God; And ; 
 'tho' they ſeem'd not to regard, ||. 
Nor to dread the finite Authority 
of Him their Temporal Prince, 
yet he wiſhes them to tremble and . 
ſtand in awe of the infinite un- þ 
controllable Power of Heaven and £ 
Earth: Of Him who made them | 
all, and could with a Word de- 2 
'  ftroy them. For if they once | * 
were brought to ſuch an awe, | © 
(and ĩt was what ſerious Reflection 
would bring them to) then their = 
Minds would be compos'd and p. 
ſettl'd, and the wicked Rebellion 
they had raſhly engag'd in, would fa 
_  Tpeedily terminate in Peace and] n 
Amity. In order to this, he-advi-l © 
: fed them to make penitent Refle- | 
E -. Hons upon what they had done, 7“ 


- aſſuring them that the beſt way to by 

do this to purpoſe, was to debate 7 
the Matter calmly and ſober] lacs 
Voith their own Souls, and when all ; « 
the Buſtle and Hurry of the Da . 

was over, to examine their Hearts tak | 

> - ana ro take a folemn and particu _ F 

- Har Account of their paſt ſiafuſ 5e | 
Lives and Actions. Commung the 


Wii 


with your o Hort upon your Bu, 


Self-Ehaminant. 


and be til, | 
The Words, tho' they feem BY 


to have a more immediate Re- 
lation to King Dawid's 'Caſe, yet 


without any Force or Violence 
done to them, they may be very 


fitly applied to all Chriſtians in \ 
general; as they contain a ſerious 


and ſeaſonable Herſwaſve to the 
Duty of Daily Self- Examination. 
To render them more eaſie 


and familiar, it may not be F - 


miſs to take notice, that the 


Phraſe of communing with r 
Hearts, in the Original is the 
fame as examining our Conſci- 


ences, being oy griev'd (The 
Septuagint Word, is, ug 
prick'd, concern d, affifed) when 


by ferious Examination we find 


we have committed Sin. 
Upon our Bed, in one Tranſ- 


lation, is rendred in our Cham- 


ber, in the other. And whether 

of the two we are pleaſed o 
take, what is meant by this Ex- 
preſſion, is only, that ſome Place 
of Silence or Retirement from 
the Noiſe and Buſineſs of the 
World, is fitteſt for ſo ſolemn and 
BS im- 


Tie Daily 
important a Duty, as our Cham- 
bers, our Cloſets, or our Beds. 

My Deſign from theſe Words, 
is, to recommend, and urge the 
Duty of Daily Self-Examination, 
which I ſhall do in the follow. 
ing Method. 

Firſt, I ſhall enquire into the 
Reaſons why moſt Chriſtians ars 
ſo negligent in the Performing 
of this Beneficial Duty. 

| Secondly, I ſhall propoſe ſome 
Arguments to. perſwade you to 
the conſtant Practice of it. And 
then, | 1 
- Laſtly, I ſhall lay down pro- 
per Rules and Directions how 


and in what manner we may beſt 


diſcharge it. 
Firſt, J am to enquire upon what 
Acconnt it is, that moſt Chriſtians 
are ſo negligent and remiſs in the 
daily Examination of their Lives. 

But before I enter upon that, 
it is neceſſary to acquaint you 
what Daily Self Examination is. 
And T think I may ſafely de- 
ſcribe it thus: . 
It is a ſtric and particular Ex- 
amination of our Conſciences, 
What we have either ane. 5 
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ſaid, or done, the foregoing Day, 


what are the Sins we have com- 
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mitted, and what the good Acti- 
ons we have done or omitted. 
And this is the Definition which 
the Noble Moraliſt Pythagoras, 
gave it, who moſt earneſtly 
preſſed the Duty of Self-Exami= 
nation upon his Diſciples. 

It is one of the Choiceſt Rules 
in his Golden Verſes, That they 


. ſhould not give way to Sleep, 


nor cloſe their Eyes to reſt at 
Night, before they had examined 
themſelves, and entred into a ſtriſt 
and impartial Scrutiny, how they 
had livd th: preceding Day, 
what Evil they had committed, what 
Good they had left undone, and 
wherein they had performed their 
Duty as they ought. 5 | 

Having told you what the 
Duty is, I proceed to the Reaſons 


of the Neglect of it. And they 


are more eſpecially theſe three: 
1. Men are unconcern'd and 

: B 3 Cares 
, 5 

5 


Aures Carmina Pythag. 
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| Careleſs a8 the Affairs of their 
: Or, 
> 2dly, They are preſumptuous, 
EF and, flatter themſelves that they 
are in a better State than really 
they are: Or, 

- 3aly, They are conſcious that 
they are guiky of ſome great 
Sins, and are afraid to diſturb 

themſelves with a particular Sur- 

vey of them. | 

The firſt Reaſon is ; Men are 

anconcern d and careleſs in the Af 

fairs of their Souls. 

There are a great many Peo- 
ple in the World, who never 
takeit much into their thoughts 
whether there be any ſuch things 
as God and Providence, and a 
future Reckoning, that little re- 
gard the good or Evil of their 
Actions, and fo are not ſolici- 
tous to enquire into them 

Le is a Spirit of Atheiſm which 
poſſeſſes the Hearts of theſe Men, 
whereby they think it not worth 


how the Cate ſtands between God 
and their Souls. 


# 
s all Opportunities of enquiring, 
We. + Or 


their while to knaw or obſerve. 


As they endeavour to avoid 


Self-Examinant. 
or learning what is their Du! 
and what they ought to do; ſo 
in like manner they do not care 
nor make any queſtion whether 
they have done it or not. It is 
much the ſame with them, as it 
was with Gallo, They care fon 
none of theſe things. "Io 
They never think it time for 


them to buſie their Minds about 


Religious Matters, and ſo they 
run on in a courſe of Sin and 
Folly, without any Fear or Care, 
till at length it happens to be 
too late to care at all. And this is 
a firſt Reaſon, why Men will 
not call themſelves to a daily Ac- 


* 


count, nor examine their Aai-_ 


ons, becauſe they have not a true 
Notion of the Confequences and 
Importance of them. But, 

zaly, Another Reaſon why we 
do not examine our Lives, pro- 


ceeds in a good Meaſure from 


Preſumption, and flattering - our 
ſelves that we are in a better State 
than we really are. 

Tis a prevailing Diſeaſe in 


the Temper of moſ} Men, to 


fancy themſelves good before 
they are ſo, and to take it for 
85 B 4 gran- 
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The Daily 
anted, that their Condition is 
afe, and that they are fit to die, 


and that all they do, is juſt no 
more than ought to be done. 


When in Truth, all is but Raſh- 
neſs and want of Thought : For 
| how can it be imagin'd that a wiſe 


Man will pretend to this Aſſu- 


rance, and perhaps at the ſame 


time, be ignorant of the Poſture 
and Condition of his Soul? It is 


| Incredible that we ſhould become 


upright by Chance or Neceſſity, 
without uſing thoſe Means which 
Divine Providence has ordinarily 
appointed for the Improvement 
of our Minds, and the Salvation 
of our Souls. 

And neither I, nor any one 
elſe can be aſſured that we get 
ground of our Sins, or that we 
improve in Virtue, or have any 
of thoſe Graces which muſt qua- 
liſie us for the Enjoyment of 


© God in Heaven, unleſs we ex- 
amine our ſelves, and make a 
due Search and Tryal of our 


Hearts: For how can I confeſs 
my Sins when 1 have not a di- 


ſtinct and perticular Knowledge 


of them? How can I be ſorry 


„ T7 ac de ooo dens ht oh 
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for them, when I have not confi. 


der'd the Guilt and Turpitude 
| of them? How can I reſolve to 


1 Fforſake them, when I ach not 
4 duly convinc'd.that 1 ture Yi 
1 mitred them? ſo that in ſhorty 
this Duty of Daily Self- Fæamina- 
tion is neceſſary and uſeful in or- 
der to the compleating of our 
Repentance, otherwiſe we ſhall 
repent but by halves ; and "ſuch 
an imperfe& Repentance muſt - 
prove very unſatisfactory to our 
Minds, if not (as tis to be fear'd} 
unacceptable to God. 

So again, in relation to all thoſe 
Graces and Virtues which I am 
ro adorn my ſelf with, how can 
I expect to be poſſeſs'd of them, 


5 and preſs forward to the Attain- 

4 ment of Evangelical Perfection, 
F when 1 do not make a conſtant 
- and due Obſervation of my ſelf, 
f what my Progreſs and Advances 
N are? 5 

4 Now, it is impoſſible we ſhou'd 
Ir ever do this aright, that we ſhould - 
[s either know what is amiſs in us, 
of or reQifie, or prevent our future 
_ Failings, or promote our further 
a Increaſe in Piety, unleſs we are 


Bi a: 
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4 n intimate, and fami- 
+ Jar 


with our own Boſoms, and 


E E&riouſly and continually call our 


- > Scout =, aa g 


ways to remembrance. , _ 
For to . preſume and* ground 
upon our State, that all is well, 
without previous Enquiry or due 
Examination. whether it is or not, 
is ſtupid Thoughtleſneſs, and bru- 


Tiſh Inſenſibility: But 


. 3dly, A third Reaſon why we 


* Forbear to make Enquiry into our 


Lives, is, from the 2 
F our Sins, and Suſpicion of our 
ſelves. I | 
Bankrupts, or Men of uncer- 
tain and ſuſpicious Eſtates, by no 
means love to caſt up their Ac- 
counts, for fear they ſhould find 
ſome things very ungrateful to 
them. | 
Juſt ſo it is with Men that 
have lived long in Sin, they are 
ſore afraid to ranſack their Con- 
ſciences, leaſt they ſhould be per- 
plex d and ſtartled at the ſurpri- 
zing View. 
Long Scores in our ſpiritual 


Affairs, are to the full as dange- 
rous and troubleſome, with re- 


gard to the Soul, as in we 


* 3 
* * »+ 
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„Buſineſs they are prion ta 
the Proſperity and Welfare of 
our Fortunes. Who then would 
run themſelves fo far in debe, 

| where there is little probabilit7 

of being either willing or able 
to ſet things clear again ? If we 

can't prevail with our ſelves to 
make even with Heaven for the 

Offences of one ſingle Day, what "Wl 

can we pretend to do, when 

Months and Years are to be re= 

view'd and repented of? If we 

are hardly willing to the former, 

how averſe muſt we be againſt the IM 

latter? If the Dread and Conſei- 

ouſneſs of twelve Hours Sins, 
does ſo horribly affright and ter» 
| rifie us, that we dare not venture Wl 
to examine them, O! how inex= " 

preſſibly muſt we cry out and 

ü withdraw, when many ſuch ſpa- 

3 ces of time are to be bewail'd and 


ſorrow'd for? This therefore can 
be no good reaſon for neglecting Wall 
Daily Self- Examinatiom, that we are 
timorous and conſcious, butought "Ii 
1 rather to excite us to it, becauſe Ul 
— Delay is dangerous, and will in- 
5 creaſe our Guilt, which certain- 
1 ly will increaſe our Fears too. 


11 
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I come now to the ſecond ge- 


| 


h 
| 
f 


heral Head; namely, te lay dewn 


* ſome ' Motivves to perſwade Men to 
Ihe Practice of. the. Duty in the 
Text. And, 


Firf, From what has been al- 
ready ſaid, you may perceive 
that Daily Self-Examination is the 


ſt Step towards the leading 4 
Furs and uncorrupt Life. 


Certain it is, when we do not 
examine, try, or prove our Works, 
we cannot diſpoſe of them ſo ay 
we ought to do, but ſhall be apt 


ſtillto go on in a way of Security 


and Confidence, whether we 

have reaſon to do ſo or not. 
Thoſe that never conſult the 

Looking Glaſs, who do not ſee 


the Spots or Blemiſhes of their 


Faces, cannot take care to wipe 


| them off; ſo they that do not 
try nor examine their Works, 


cannot ſee their Miſcarriages, 
from whence they might be 
brought to reform them. 

This Trial is neceſſary to theIn- 
tegrity and Reformation of our 
Lives, and therefore we find that 
the Prophet Jeremy puts them to- 
gether, in the 3d Chapter of His 


Lamms | 
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Lamentations, and the 4th Verſe, 
Int. us ſearch and try our ways, and © 
turn again unto the Lord. 3 

Whereby he gives us to un- 
derſtand, that Self-Exemination Ml 
is a very great Step to Converſion. 
When we ſet our ſelves down ſo- 
berly, and ſeriouſly enquire how Mt 
Matters are with us, we are then 
the moſt likely to correct what is 
amiſs, and become better Men. 

I conſider d my W.js, and turn- 
ed my Feet to thy Teflimonits, 
ſays the Royal Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 11g. 
59. As it is with Travellers 
that never look after the Way, 
nor conſider which Road they 
are to take, they many times go 
far aſtray before they return or 
come right again: 

So it is with thoſe that are 
travelling towards Heaven; if 
they do not conſider in what 
way they go, whether they are 
in the Paths that lead to Life or 
Death, or whether Heaven or 
Hell will be their Journeys end, 
and Happineſs or Miſery their 
final Portion, but go on ſtill with- 
out recollecting their paſt Lives, 'FY 
or fixing their Eyes on that which "ya 
18 
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is to come. Daily Self-Enmmina= 
© £501 then is highly neceſſary in 
order to-put us in the beſt way 


in our Chriſtian Courſe;and, when 
once we haye-enter'd, to preſerve 
As ſare and ſtedfaſt therein. 


Secondly, Confider, that Daily 
" Self-Examination is meceſſary to 
our Comfort and Satisfaction. 

If we never call our ſelves to 
Account for the way of Life we 
lead, as it is not probable we 
mould have ſuch Remorſe for 
our evil Actions, as to deter us 
from Repeating them; ſo it is 
impoſſible we ſhould percetve 


that ſweet Complaeency in re- 


flecting on our good Deeds, for 
our Encouragement to perſevere 

in well doing. ; 
* "I confeſs, that the beſt and 
molt perfect Duties that we per- 
form, have abundance of Filth 
and Imperfection intermingled 
with them; and ſo in this regard, 
they are matter of Abhorrency, 
rather than Satisfaction; yer 
when we conſider that for the 
Subſtance of them, they are the 
Inſpirations of God's good Spirit, 
and the certain Evidence of his 
Grace 


* 
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Grace in our Hearts, the Remem- 
brance of them muſt be matter 
of holy Joy and Tranſport to us, 
in the ſweet Reliſnes and Re- 
flections of an approving Mind. 


To this Intent are thoſe me- J 


morable Words of St. Paul to the 
Galatians, 6. 4. But let every Man 
grove his own Work, and then ſha 
he have reoycing in himſelf alone, 
and not in another. What we 
tranſlate to prove, has two ſigniſi- 
cations, to examine and try ; and- 
then to approve our ſelves upon 
ſuch Trial and Examinati- 
on. We muſt confider what it 1s 
our Duty to do, what is lawful, 
and what is unlawful ; what is ne- 
ceſſary, and what is not: We 
muſt examine whether we have 
behaved our ſelves according to 


the Rule of God's Word, (of 


which, by and by) and from this 
Examination will ariſe an hearty 
inward Approbation of our ſelves 
when we find we have done 
thoſe things which are pleaſing 
to God, and which he has en- 
joyn d as to do. | 

As it is in temporal Affairs, 


Men chat have raiſed themſelves 


. 
* 
1 
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to a large Eſtate, when, in caſt- 4 
ing up their Accounts, they con- #7 
ſider they have purchaſed Riches } 
- their own Labour, Indu- 


f 


ſtry and Frugality, this thought . 
muſt affect them with a deal of tl 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction: 0 
So it is with our Spiritual Con- u 
cernments, when I find that 1 
have got the Maſtery over ſome n. 
former reigning Luſts and Paſſi- Vi 
ons, when I find that my Mind is qu 
more willing and chearfully diſ- ff G 
pos'd to the Service of God, than Ii 
it formerly was, that my Soul is nc 
poſſeſſed” of ſeveral eminent Gra- gl 
ces and Virtues which I once th, 
had not, and which I my ſelf, by Fr 
a diligent uſe of the means have m1 
been inſtrumental, thro' God's the 
Aſſiſtance, in procuring; why be 
theſe Reflections muſt of courſe in 
be very grateful to me, and 1 ON: 
cannot but reap the Fruit and hay 
Satisfaction of them. 6 Vi 
Let us then in the ſecond place, the 
try and prove our ſelves, and our Go, 
righteous doings, that ſo thence, the! 
God. and our Conſcience may ap- þ 
ove and ſpeak Comfort to us. aſt 


"Thirdly, Pleaſe to conſider that the 
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Daily Self. Examination is an excel» A 
lent” Preparative to a Joyful and 
happy Death. | NR 

That it is appointed to us all once 
te die nothing is more certain; but 
the time when, the manner how, 
or the Place where, we none of 
us know. 

Upon theſe Uncertainties then, it 
nearly concerns us to be always 
vigilant, to be frequent in our En- 
quiries how things ſtand between 
God and our Souls; whether we be- 
lieve, and fear, and love, and ho- 
nour, and call upon, and ſerve, and 
glorifie him as we ought? Whe- 
ther we love our Neighbours and 
Friends, and can forgive our Ene- 
mies? and whether we do unto o- 
thers the very ſame that we would 


be willing they ſhould do unto us 1 


in all Circumſtances and Conditi- 
ons of our Lives? Whether we 
have our Souls adorned with ſuch 
Virtues and Graces, as will render 
them acceptable in the ſight of 
God, when we come into the o- 
ther World. n 

Now, this calling our ſelves to 
a ſtrict Account every Night for 
the Actions of the foregoing Day, 
| . 
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vill diſpoſe us to be always in a 
© readineſs for our dying Hour. 
Which is the more highly neceſ- 
E fary, becauſe we have lately heard 
that many of our Friends have 
been ſnatch d away by Death ona 
ſuddden, and it is poſſible that it 
may as {uddenly overtake us as it 
bas done them; we have no better 
| Security than they. Would we 
then be perſwaded to take this ſe- 
rious impartial Account of our 
ſelves, I might venture to afhrm, 
that let Death be never fo ſudden 
in regard of our ExpeQation, yet 
with regard to the Preparation of 
our Minds, it could never be a Sur- 
prize to us. We ſhould be in ſuch 
continual readineſs, that neither 
the Uncertainty of Death, nor the 


future Judgment, would ſeem ſo 
terrible, nor could we have any 


reaſon to doubt of our future Hap- 
} R but might earneſtly be- 
ieve, that thro' the eternal Mer - 
eies of our infinitely Wiſe and 
Good God, and the moſt precious 
Merits, Satisfaction and Interceſ- 
fion of our Dear Redeemer, we 
mould have our Souls ſaved. 
Moreover, as this Duty is ſo 


highly 
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| Self Examinant. 1% 
highly neceſſary to be performed, 
bbb Night Seaſon is the moſt 
proper and convenient time for 


F 


queſtred from the Buſineſs of the 
World; they are retir'd from all 
the Noiſe and Tumult of things 
below; and at ſuch a ſeaſon we 

are fitteſt for Recollection; Secre=» 
cy, Silence and Reſt will help us 
mightily to commune with our 
Hearts, and to ſearch out our Spi- 
rits : When the Curtain of Dark» 
neſs is drawnover the World, our 
Hearts are apt to be fill'd with a 
religious Fear of God, our Souls 
are generally more compoſed, and 
we have more awful Apprehenſi- 
ons of the Divine Majeſty, and 
are more mindful of the Dark- 
neſs of our Graves. 

The very Connexion of tha 
parts of the Text, point out as 
much: Commune with your own 
Hearts, Then immediately fol- 
lows ; Upen jour bed, and be ſtill; 
Implying that the Stilneſs and 
Apprehenſions of the Night make 
that the propereſt Opportunity 
for Self- Examination. | 

Our Bed is an Image and Re- 

272 Pre- 
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preſentation of Death ; the very 
& undrefling of our ſelves may re- 


mind us that we muſt ſhort]y 
throw off theſe Rags of Mortali- 


fing our Eyes, we are to remem- 
ber that our Sleep is a ſort of 
Death, and no Man can promiſe 
- himſelf to awake again in this 
preſent State. 

Is it not our Intereſt then, to 
be prepared for Death, to be al- 
ways upon. our Watch, that if it 
ſhould pleaſe God tocall us hence, 


Hour of the Night, we may not 
be furpriz'd by ir, but be fully re» 
fignd to leave this painful Life, 
with humble Hopes of entring in- 
to a better. 6 

I may add alſo, that Daily Self- 


# 7xamination takes off from the 


W.. abſolute Neceſſity of a formal 
| Preparation to the Holy Sacra- 
ment. A Man that accuſtoms him- 


a diſpoſing himſelf for the Re- 
ception of rhe Euchariit, but may 
by a fingle Glance almoſt, by juſt 
recolle ting, and as it were ſum- 

ming up the Total of his Ac- 
5 counts, 


ty; and when we are upon clo- 


either in the ſecond or third 


ſelf to this, has no need to be long 
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counts, eome with Satisfaction to 
the Sacred Table, where he is on- 
ly to renounce thoſe Sins which 


21 


he every Day bewails and proteſty 
' againſt. Such a Perſon has an ha- 
bitual awe of the divine Purity, a 


confirmed and rooted Averſion a- 
ainſt Sin, and a ſincere Affection 
c the bleſſed FESUS that redeem- 
ed us from the Puniſhment of it; 


and theſe are the beſt Qualificati 


ons, even the Wedding Garment, 
The uſe of this Praftice will 


appear very great upon the Bed 


of Sickneſs too. 295 
If in our Youth and Strength, 
we conſcientiouſly. obſerve it, we 
ſhall not be oppreſſed with that 
Load of Sins, which great Offen= 


ders are burden'd with when they =. 


come to die; we ſhall not be con- 
founded with thoſe perplexing 


Scruples and Fears which are the a | } 


Natural Conſequences-of a Sick 
or Death-Bed Repentance.  - 


Certain it is, thoſe Chriſtians | 


whoſe daily Examinations in time 
of Health, do in good meaſure 
keep pace with the Failures of 
their Lives, when they come to 
be ſick, have only ſome few. Or. 
namental 
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& mnamental Graces to put on, oniyx 
to add a little Oil to their Lamps 
upon their Departure hence, and 
Fo to make themſelves compleat- 
Jly ready to welcome an happy ' 
Eternity. 
But Furt hy and Laſtly, Be plea- 
ſed to conſider, that por our 
Lives, will in a good meaſure de- 
bdiend our future Examination at the 
Dy Judgment. 
YH If we will not commune with 
our Hearts now, and take a ſtrict to 
Account of our ſelves, we may || de 
WO Spend upon it, that we ſhajl | cl 
=  *have one to examine them for | th 
us, and that moſt impartially too | V1 
another day. | Co 
There is a time a coming, 4 
when every Man's Work Hall tha 
be tried whether he will or not; tio 
namely, at the Day of Juagment, Lot 


which is by way of ſpecial Emi- fol. 
-nency in Scripture, call'd The this 

Day of Diſcovery, or Rewelation,fſ Ex 
Rom. 2. 5. Then all our Work 1 
' ſhall be made manifeſt. For the forr 


Day ſhall declare it, and the Fir 
hall prove every Man's Work of wha 
r. 1 Cor. 3. 13. 5 

_ "God will then moſt afſuredly 
2 5 t 


try us, and therefore it cohcerns 
every Man to try himſelf now, 
that the great Trial hereafter 
may be with Comfort. When 


Men have ſeriouſly ſcann'd _ 
their Thoughts, their Words a 


Actions, and have ſeverely judg'd 


themſelves for them, they be- 
come much more fit, and capa- 
ble of undergoing God's ſevere 


Cenſures in the World to come. 
It is the beſt way then daily 
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to review our Lives, and to en- ³üð 
deavour to keep our Accounts 


clear, that ſo we may prevent 
that diſmal Doom, which other- 
wiſe we may be liable to at th 
Coming of the Lord. : 
And now I am in ſome hopes, 
that from theſe four Confidera- 


tions, I may have prevailed witk 


you to enter upon, and to re- 
olve to prattiſe, and continue in 
this excellent Duty of Daily Self- 


* Examination. 


To aſſiſt you in the due Per- 


formance whereof, give me leave 
in the third and laſt place, to pres 
ſeribe fume certain Rules to ewa 


mine your ſelves by. 


And firſt, we are to examine 


£ 
* 
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1 
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F our ſelves by the Will and Word of 
of God, as it is laid down in holy | Ou 
Scripture:: The Law God gave | anc 
is an infallible Teſtimony to 60 
prove our ſelves by. Thus Pſal. I mit 
119. 105. David lays, Thy Word ver 
is Lamp unto my Feet, and a Light of 
unto my Paths, If we do but exa-¶ par 
mine our ſelves according to this 8 
Light, we cannot err; for this is our 
the true light which leads us into If /ine 
all Truth; it as well diſcovers the Wh. 
Good or Evil of what we have | Lig 
already done, as it direQs us for || the! 
the future what we ought to do. ctat 
In our daily Courſe of Exa- wal 
mination then, we are to conſi- {| whe 
der whether our Behaviour has || wha 
been ſo exactly conſonant to the | the 
Word of God, whether we have | Wil 
liv'd according to thoſe Rules | perf 
which he hath given ns, or not. in a 
If we find upon due Enquiry, four 
we have; then in reaſon we may Igree 
approve our ſelves for it, and 7; 
have rejoycing in our Worgs. If we [| felve 
find we have not, then we mult pe 
anirhadvert - ſeverely upon . our fa Re 
ſelves for all our Miſcarriages, I ;( 
truly and heartily bewail them, Ig. 1: 
beg God's Pardon, and the * Spiri 
"= of 
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grace Spiritual Wiſdom, is to be ac- 
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of his Holy Spirit, to amend 
our Lives, and faithfully purpoſe 
and reſolve in our Hearts (by 
God's Aſſiſtance) never to com- 


mit them more, but to avoid the 


very firſt Motions and Occaſions 
of thoſe Sins we find our ſelves 
particularly guilty of. 

Secondly, We are to examine 
our ſelves by the Principles of Ged- 
lineſs, and the Drift of Religion; 


whether we have acted up to the 


Light of Reaſon, or have not ra- 
ther ſtifl'd and rejected the Di- 
Qtates of it; whether we have 
walk'd worthy of the Vocation 
wherewith we are call'd ; done 
what a good Chriſtian, that has 
the cleareſt Knowledge of God's 
Will, and the greateſt Motives ro 
perform it, oughr to do ; Whether 
in a Word we have not diſgrac'd 
our Profeſſion, by not living a- 
greeably to the Deſign of it. 
Thirdly, We are to examine our 
ſelves by the Principles of Chriſtian 
Prudence and Diſcretion. There is 
a Regard to be had to theſe ; for 
Wiſdom dwells with Prudence, Prov. 
8. 12. And ſo Grace, which is 


com- 
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companied with Chriſtian Dif 
cretion. David was's Man after 
Goa's own Heart, and had this Te- 
ſtimony given by him that had 
Experience of it, and ſo good 
Reaſon to know it ; That he be- 
. bav'd himſelf wiſely in all his Ways, 
and the Lord was with him, 1 Sam. 
18. 14. In every of our Actions 
then we are to conſider how far 
they have been conſiſtent with 
the Laws of Prudence, and whether 
there may not be other Expedi- 
ents found to do them with more 
Advantage for the future. 

But Fourthly and Laſtly, We are 
to examine our ſelves by the Light 
of our own. Conſcience, and the in- 
ward Suggeſtions of God's Holy Spi- 
rit. We are to ask our ſelves 
theſe important Queſtions ; Have 
I this Day proceeded according 
to the ſincere and honeſt Inten- 
tions of my own Mind? Has not 
Paſſion, or Prejudice, or Intereſt 
blinded me? Have I regarded 
the Checks and Controll of Con- 
ſcience, been afraid to make that 
my Enemy, to raiſe a Clamour 


and Diſturbance within? Havel 


done on in thoſe Sins for hb 
CE, 


all the good Motions and Sugge- 
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this faithful Monitor has fo long 
and frequently rebuk'd me ? 

Then as to the Spirit of God, 
Have I carefully obſerved the ſe- 
cret Whiſpers of it? Improv'd 


ſtions afforded me ? When he has 
told me ſuch an Action is unlaw- 
ful, and advis'd me not to ven- 
ture upon it, have I forborn to 
do it, or have I done it ? When 
he has acquainted me of the Good 
of any thing, have I hearkened 
to, and obey'd him? i 
And one Thing I can't forbear 
obſerving on this Head, That the 
preſent State and Temper of our 
Souls, is not better to be eſtima- 
ted, than from the true Reports 
and Senſibleneſs of our Conſci- 
ence, and - the frequent Aſſiſtances 
of God's Holy Spirit. Is our Con- 
ſcience tenderly affected with the 
Senſe of Sin? *Tis a comfortable 
Sign of our not being reprobate 
and hardened beyond Recovery. 
Does the Holy Spirit direct us in 
our Difficulties? Does he pre- 
vent and reſtrain us? Tis a good 
Aſſurance that we have not ha- 
bitually ſtifl'd his gracious Ten- 
C 2 ders 
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ders of Love and Mercy to 
us. 

On the other Hand, when the 
Spirit of God ſtrives with us, or 
abſents, or withdraws his com- 
fortable Influence from us, then 
it is juſtly to be ſuſpected, that all 
is not right within, that we have 
been wanting in ſome main Parts 
of our Duty, and that we have 
done Deſpite to thoſe Offers of 
Love which have been made to 
us. 

Juſt as it is with intimate 
Friends, who know when they 
have diſpleaſed and offended one 
another by their mutual Carri- 
age and Deportment; as by the 
Countenance, by Silence, by ſeem- 
ing Ignorance and Senſeleſneſs of 
one anothers Condition, and the 
like: It is much the ſame in re- 
lation to the Spirit of God, and 
our Conſciences. | 

When we have perform'd our 
Duty in every Point, as well as 
we are able, why then all within 
us is ſerene, and calm, and plea- 
ſant, and our Countenance pro- 
claims as much But when we 


have been guilty of wilful ow 
8 | 0 


Self. Examinant. 29 

of any black Vice or Miſdemea- 
nour, then moſt bitter hideous 
Storms of Fear, and Care, and Jea- 
louſie, ariſe in our Boſoms, part- 
ly from a lively Apprehenſion of 
God's fore Diſpleaſure againſt us, 
partly from the continual Chid- 


ings of his Holy Spirit, and the 8 1 


lathing Girds of an accuſing Con- 


ſcience, as a diſmal Anticipation 


of thoſe Eternal Flames, which 
we know to be the Recompence. 
of our wicked Lives. ; 

I have done with what I at 
firſt propoſed, and have ſhewn 
you what are the Grounds and 
Reaſons of Mens not examining 
themſelves; they are Idleneſs and 
Careleineſs of their Condition, 
Preſumption and Self- flattery, 
and Conſciouſneſs of their Sins. 
I have endeavour'd to inforce the 
Duty upon you from the follow- 
ing Conſiderations; That Daily 
Self- Examination tends to Purity 
and Innocency of Life, to the 
Comfort, Peace and Satisfaction 
of our Minds, that it is one of 
the beſt Preparatives to a good 
and happy Death, that as it is re- 
quiſite to warn us againſt the 


C 3 righ- 
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righteous Judgment, and ſtrift 
Examination ot God hereafter. 
Then I have laid down ſome pro- 
per Rules and Directions for your 
Daily Self- Examination; namely, 
the Word and Will of God, the 
Deſign and Ends of our Religi- 
on, Chriſtian Prudence and Diſ- 
cretion, the Lighr of our Con- 
ſciences, and the Suggeſtions of 
God's Spirit. | 

And now, upon the whole, I 
pray conſider what Excuſe can 
be made for your NegleCt of a 
ſerious Daily Reckoning, or Self- 
Examination? What can you pre- 
tend why you ſhould nor inſtant- 
ly practice it? The Reaſons you 
fee that keep Men from it, are 
unſafe and impious : The Encou» 
ragements you have to it, are 
great and weighty, and what can 
you deſire further? Are you a- 
fraid of the Dificulties and Un- 
eaſineſs that attend this Godly 
Diſcipline? Ah! that is a Mi- 
ſtake ; for without it we can ne- 
ver be eaſie: This is the ſole, 
ſecure Foundation of Peace and 
Safety ; I may add, of Pleaſure 
too : For, as I prov'd before, it 

is 
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is only Self-Examination that can 
afford us the inward Joy and Com- 
fort that ariſes from the Know- 
ledge of the Courſe of Life we 
lead, and the State our Souls are 
in, that can bring to our Re- 
membrance the pleaſant, the hap- 
py Reflections of thoſe good, and 
charitable, and Chriſtiana Works 
which God hath enabled us to 
perform the Day paſt. $21 

Moreover, (to compleat all) 
It is a profitable and unexpenſive 
Duty ; it puts us to no Charge, 
requires none of our Money, lit- 
tle, very lictle of our Pains, abun- 
dance leſs than we beſtow each 
Minute of our Lives on Trifles. 
And is it not worth the while, 
to ſave our Souls, to gain a whole 
happy Eternity, and to avoid the 
Miſeries of Diath and Hell at fo 


cheap a rate, without ſpencing -. 4 
our Money, or exhauſting ou 


Stores ? | 

Self Examination is profitable to 
theſe Ends, as it improves all cur 
Graces, the Grace of Faith, and 
Hope, and Love; as it fills our 
Minds with Divine Pleaſure, and. 
expedites and compleats cur R 
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pentance; as it makes us grow in 
Grace, and preſs forwards to the f 
Mark before us; and laſtly, as it t 
diſpoſes us to be in a continual fi 
Readineſs againſt our dying Hour. c 


Nothing can be ſaid more to * 
excite Chriſtians to a ſerious re- it 
gular and conſcientious Practice e. 


of this Duty than what has been fo 
ſaid : The Advantages of it are 


ſo great and various, ſo rare and 0 
precios, and ſo ineſtimable, that q 


one would think the bare hearing 
of them ſhould work upon the ſe 
moſt ſlothful Sinner, ſnould com- A 
pel .the moſt lazy and ſluggiſh P 
Perſon to reſolve to go Home im- N 
__anediately, and begin ſo every n 
way concerning a Practice. If g 
upon our firſt Onſet, it ſeems a P 
little difficult to fix our Minds h 
and to compoſe our Thoughts, {\ 
yet the ſecond or third Attempt, | 
when we begin to be habituated h; 
to it, will make the exerciſe of it le 
fo ſweet and pleaſant, and benefi- C 
cial, that it would be a very hard f. 
Matter, and no ſmall Uneaſineſs FE 
to be diverted from it. g 
Be perſwaded then, my good n 
Friends and Neighbours, to call 
your 


_ 
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your ſelves to account every 
Night, what you have either 
thought, ſaid or done the Day be- 


fore. If you find that you have 


committed any wilful Sin, be fure 


to take exact notice of it, bewail 


it with a penitential and unfeign- 
ed Sorrow, and moſt earneſtly be- 
ſeeching God's Forgiveneſs, make 
a ſincere ſtedfaſt Purpoſe and Re- 
ſolution, by his Grace to forfake 
it for the future. | 
If you fhall perceive your 
ſelves to have done any good: 
Actions, be ſure to give God the: 
Praiſe and Glory of them, ſaying, 
Not unto me, not unto me, 0 
my good Lord, but unto thy 


great and 3 Name be the 
t 


Praiſe of this my Well doing. I 
humbly thank thee for thoſe Mea- 
ſures of Grace thou haſt been 
pleaſed to give me, whereby 1 
have. been enabled to do any the 
leaſt good Thing. Inſpire me, 
O God, with ſuch an-ardent Zeal 
for thy Honour, and my own 
Happineſs, as may diſpoſe me to 
grow every Day better, to make. 
more conliderable Advances in 
the Ways of Viety, and to endea- 

C5 your 
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vour to go on to Chriſtian Per- | © 
fection. Thus let us commune with E 
our own Hearts, ſearch out and try 
our Ways, and turn unto the Lord: 8 
Let us ſet up a Tribunal in our ſe 
Conſciences, there let all our b 
whole Conduct of the Day gone, fr 
paſs the ſtrict and impartial Scru- ot 
tiny of our own Minds; let d 
every Word and Thought be NV 
brought back upon the Stage Vi 
again. When we ſet about this 
Work, let us conſider the ſeve- K 
ral Bcarches of our Duty, and by 
then pur the Queſtion to our 1 
Souls, as touching every parti- W 
cular, wherher, and how we have wg 
performed ir. | le 
Aſſure we our ſelves, tis no le 
matter of Choice or Indifference og 
to us, how much we know of our £0 
own Hearts, how much we try of 
and approve our own Ways. KG. 
What does it ſignifie for a Man ke 
to acquaint himſelf with Foreign = 
Nations, and to be ignorant of 
what is done at Home? To be 15 
impertinently curious in prying del 
into other Men's Lives and Aci. 4 ; 
ons, and never to make enquiry by 


into his own, which is a Work 
of 


% 


2D 
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of the greateſt Importance, and 
chiefly belongs to him ? | 
That moſt famous celebrated 
Saying, Noſce te ipſum, Know thy 
ſelf, is not without Reaſon, ſaid 
by the Pot, to have come down 
from Heaven, and is worthily re. 
commended to Mankind to be 
deeply imprinted upon all our 
Memories, and frequently revol- 

ved in our Thoughts. 
And ſince the way to get this 
Knowledge of our ſelves, muſt be 


by a frequent daily Search and 
; Trial of our Thoughts, Inclina- 

tions, Purpoſes and Actions, let 
4 us live no longer in wilful Neg- 
e N 1 

lect of Daily Self. Examination, bus 
9 let us fer to the Duty, and that 
now in good Time, before it be 
2 too late. It is the greateſt Piece 


of Wiſdom, to begin ſoon; that 
we may not be ſurpriz'd and ta- 
ken unawares. Let us try our 
Hearts what holy and pious Affe- 
c Qions there are in them, and let 
5 us try our Actions, what Good- 
neſs and Sincerity they have. 

: And ſince, when all is ſaid and 
8 done, we can at the beſt make 
but an imperfect Scrutiny 3 we 
[ 
of ©. Calle 
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cannot fathom our Hearts to the 


bottom, but the Lord, He, and 


He only, tries the Reins, and 
knows our Hearts in every ſecret 
winding and turning of them: 
Let us go to Him upon our Knees, 
in moſt affe & ionate, fervent Pray- 
er, and beg Him to aſſiſt and di- 
rect us in this neceſſary and im- 
portant Duty. 5 
Let us take Holy David, the 
Author of my Text, for our Pat- 
tern, with whoſe earneſt Prayer 
I conclude ; Pſal. 139. 23, 24. 
Search me, O God, and know my 
Heart, and try me, and know my 
Thoughts ; and Jee if there be any 
wicked way in me: and lead me in 
' the way everlaſting. And that for 
the alone ſake and Merits of our 
"mighty Redeemer, and Great and 
Powerful Interceſſor, Jeſus Chriſt the 
Righteous, to whom with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons, 
but one moſt bleſſea God, be aſcribed, 
as is moſt due, all Honour, Power, 
Praiſe, Might, Majeſty and Domi- 
nion, now and for evermore» Amen. 
Since it is not enough to be per- 
ſuaded of the Neceſſity of any Duty, 
without being informed how to be- 
| have 


O My Soul, now in the Pre- 


I 


| \ 
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have our ſelves in the Diſcharge of 
it, I have put down here ſuch 8 
Form as may be proper for the Uſe of 
the Daily Self-Examinant ; and 
have afterwards furniſbed him with 
a ſet of Prayers and Devotions, as well 
as ſundry Ejaculations, on meſt other 
Occaſions. Theſe are moſt an end 
taken from the Pious Writings of 
our Divines, and are deſigned for 
thoſe who have not Money to pur- 
chaſe, or Time to read them in their 
own Places. 

4 Form of Self Examination. 


ſence of the Great God, uſe 
thy utmoſt Diligence to ſearch 
and examine thine own Conſci- 
ence; how thou haſt managed 
thy whole Life which God gave 
thee to Nun His Service. 


Haſt thou endeavoured faith- 
fully to live according to thy 
baptiſmal Vow ? Haſt thou re- 
nounced the Devil and all his 
Works, the Pomps and Vanities 
of this wicked World, with all 
covetous Deſires of the fame, jag | 

A 
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and duly im 
Glory ? 
Doſt 
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all the ſinful Luſts of the Fleſh, 


ſo as not to follow, nor be led by 
them? 


'þ _— . 
Dtioſt thou believe all the Arti- 
j cles of the Chriſtian Faith? 


Holy 


IIL 


Wilt thou keep God's 
Will and Commandments, and 
walk in the ſame all the Days of 
thy Life? 
KD LO EIS DO ISIETS? 

More particularly to thy Duty 
; towards God. 


Oſt thou believe in God, 
| fear Him, and love Him 
above all Things; with all thy 
Heart, and Mind, and Soul, and 
Strength ? 

Doſt thou Worſhip, Pray, and 
give Thanks unto Him for his 
manifold Mercies and Benefits, 
prove them to his 


K 8 2 ens 


thou put thy whole Truſt 
and Confidence in Him at all 
Times? | 

Doſt thou Honour God's Holy 
Name and his Word, and what- 
ever hath any relation unto Hi 


m, 
as 
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as His Houſe, His Miniſters, and 
thoſe Poſſeſſions and Days which 
are ſet apart for His ſolemn Wor- 
ſhip ? | 

Doſt thou reſolve by His Grace 


to ſerve Him truly and ſincerely, 
all the Days of thy Life? 


CIO TEE e ee DIDSIOLS TO DET A 
As to thy Duty towards thy 
Neighbour. 3 


5 — thou love thy Neigh- 
bour as thy ſelf? and Doſt 
thou do unto all and every Man, 
as thou wouldſt they ſhould do 
unto thee, in the like State and 
Condition of Life? — 
Doſt thou (as a dutiful Child) 
Love, Honour, and Succour, thy- 
Father and Mother; thy Hus- 
band or Wife; in Health and 
Sicknels, in Age and Adverſity, 
in Plenty and Proſperity ? | 
Doſt thou (as a Good and Loy- 
al Subject) Honour and Obey 
the KING, and all Magiſtrates, 
whether Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, 
that are put in Authority under 
Him? | 
Doſt thou reſpectively ſubmit 
thy ſelf to all thy Governours, 
Teach» 
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Teachers, Spiritual Paſtors and 
Maſters, and order thy ſelf lowly 
and reverently towards all thy 
Betters ; whether they are ſo by 
Birth, Wealth, Age, Power or 
Learning ? | 

Doſt rhou hurt no Body by 
any ſlanderous, Evil, Back-biring, 
or malicious Words, or by any 
revengeful, unchriſtian, or un- 
charitable Deeds ? 
Art thou exactly Juſt, and Ho- 
neſt, and Upright, in Buying and 
Selling, in Borrowing and Pay- 
ing; and in all thy Dealings 

of any kind with thy Neigh- 
bour? ä 

Doſt thou bear no Malice, En- 
vy, Hatred or Revenge in thy 
Heart againſt the worſt Enemies 
thou haſt? But doſt thou Love, 
Pray for, Bleſs, Forgive, and do 
all friendly Offices that are in 
thy Power to them, and doſt thou 
endeavour to be reconciled to 
them? 
Doſt thou keep thy Hands 
from picking and ſtealing, pilfer- 
ing or purloining the Goods of 
= thy Neighbour; be they accoun- 
ted never ſo ſmall and inconſider- 
= able, Doſt 


- Neighbours ? 


and Strength, Power,Ability, and 


th, 
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Doſt thou love and ſtudy for 
Peace and Quietneſs? Doſt thou 
not encourage Strife, Contenti- 
ons, and Law Suits amongſt thy 


Art thou faithful in Friendſhip, 
thankful to thy Benefactors, and 
forward to relieve and aſſiſt thy 
Neighbour in his Sickneſs, Po- 
verty and Diſtreſſes? 

Doſt thou decline vitious Com- 
pany, and all Occaſions of Sin; 
and doſt thou labour faithfully 
and induſtriouſly in thy Trade or 
Calling; to earn a Competency 
of Maintenance for thy ſelf and 
Family? | 
Doſt tho keep it in the pur- 
poſe of thy Heart to do thy Du- 
ty Conſcientiouſly in that State 
and Calling of Life, to which the 
good Providence of God hath al- 
ready, or may hereafter- deſign 
and appoint thee ? | 

Doſt thou heartily thank and 
praiſe and glorifie God's Holy 
Name, for giving thee Health, 


Opportunity ſo to do ? 


As 
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eee eee 5 


* As to thy Duty towards thy ſelf. 


Oſt thou keep thy Body in 
remperance, ſoberneſs and 
chaſlity, neither eating nor di ink- 
ing too much, nor too often, un- 
undefi led with fleſhly Luſts, ſuch 


as gluttony, drunkenneſs, forni- 


cation, laſciviouſneſs, and adul- 
terry? 


To which end doſt thou turn 
away thine Eyes from behold- 
ing vain and wanton Objeds, cir- 
cumciſing thy Ears, not ſuffer 


ing them to heat any prophane, 


fllaſcivious Stories, nor {thy Jeſts 


which are not con venint, keeping 
thy Llcart and Thoughrs with 
all Diligence, and ſuppreſſing the 


very ficlt Motions of Luſt and 


."*"% 5 

Doſt thou not ſometimes co- 
vet, wiſh for, or fecierly deſiſe 
thy Neighbonrs Houſe, or bis 
Wife, his Man Servant, or his 
Maid Servant, his Ox or his Afs, 
or any of his Goods and I of. 
ſeſſions? | 

Art thou content with ſuch 


Things as thou haſt, and do'ſt 


thou 


— ß 4 
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thou not envy thy Neighbours 
Riches, nor repine at his proſpe- 
rous Condition? 3 

Doſt thou not tempt others to 
Sin by connivance or encourage- 
ment, by command or petſwa- 
ſion, and ſo encreaſe thy own 
guile by furthering the damna- 
tion of thy Brother ? 

Doſt thou in one Word intend, 
by the Grace of God, to repent 
ſincerely of all paſt Sins and Fol- 
lies, and to live more anſwerably 
to the main end and deſign of 
the Goſpel, which obliges both 
thee and all Men to deny all un- 
godlinels and worldly Luſts, and 
to live ſoberly in regard to thy 
ſelf, righteouſly in regard to thy 
Neighbour, and godly with re- 
latige to God? a 
Sener 
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In more particular Relation: Lins 
againſt Soveraigu Rulers. © 
OT reverencing them. 
- Judging and ſpeaking Evil 
of them. 


Grudging and refuſing to pay 
their Juſt — | 1 

Sowing Sedition amongſt the © 
People, Negs 
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Neglecting to Pray for them. 
Diſobeying their lawful Com- 

mands. 

Rebelling againſt them, or 

joining and encouraging thoſe 

that do. 


As to Paſtors and Teachers of 
Chriſt's Church. 


. Dea them, and endea- 


vouring to render them 
contemptible to others. 
Not loving them for their 
Works ſake. 
Not ſubmitting our ſelves to 
their Inſtructions and Reproofs. 
Defrauding them of their Dues, 
their Tithes and Offerings, and 
witholding their reaſonable Main- 
tenance. | ' 
Nor praying for them. 
Grieving and moleſting them. 
Forſaking them to follow fa- 
ctious Teachers. 


EFT. 

As to Married Perſons. 

Arrying within the De- 
grees forbidden. 5 


Marrying for undue ends, as 
| Loyetouſnels, Luſt, Oc. Un- 
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Unconcernedneſs at one ano. 


| thers Condition. 
Provoking and grieving one 
another. 
; Publiſhing one anothers Infir- 
mities. 
; Unfaithfulneſs to the Bed. 


Not praying for each other. 
Not promoting one anothers 
Temporal and Eternal Intereſts. 


* . l. N 2. & 2. TT 
More particularly of the Husband 
againſt the Wife. 


O T ſupplying her with 
Conveniences. 

Being moroſe and imperious in 
Carriage to her. 

Not condeſcending to her 
- | weakneſs. | 
Striking and abuſing her, 

Not adviſing her. 
n. Entertaining” groundleſs Jea- 
a- louſies of her. 
Encouraging Servants to tell 
„ | idle Tales and Stories of her, 
2 to make miſchief den 
em. N 


- 
1 * 
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Of the Mie againſt the 
Husband. 
O T inwardly eſteeming 
him. | 
Not outwardly. reſpecting and 
ſubmitting her ſelf to him. 
Not obſerving to do what 
pleaſes him. 
Not obeying his lawful Com. 
mands. 
Not tending him in Sickneſs 
and old Age. 
., Striving for Rule and Domini- 


on over him. 


SHIP TITTIES 


As to Parents. 
N OT loving their Children. 
Mothers refuſing to nurſe 
them without a juſt Impediment. 
Not bringing them timely to 
Baptiſm and Confirmation. 
Not early Catechiſing them, 


nor rightly inſtructing them in 


the ways of God. 

Not correcting them in good 
time for their Sins and Miſcarri- 
. 

Setting them evil Examples. 


Provoking fl. + 
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Provoking them to Wrath by 
harſk and cruel uſage. 

Not providing a nEceffary Sub- 
ſiſtence for them, according to 
their ability. 

Spending their Portions in 


their own Extravagancies. 


Reſerving all till their Death, 
and letting them want in the 
mean time. 

Diſinheriting them out of evil 
intents and purpoſes. 

Not ſeeking to entail a Bleſ- 
ſing on them by theic Chriſtian 
Lives. 

Not heartily praying for them 
in private, and openly, giving 
them their Bleſſings. 


A AAA. 24444 
As to Children againſt their 
Parents. 

Ant of natural Aﬀeion t to 
them. 
Stubborn and irreyerent beha- 


| viour towards them. 


Secretly deſpiſing them in 
their Hearts, and openly pub- 
liſhing their Infirmities. 

 Slightiog their wholſom Ad- 
| monitions, 
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monitions, and diſobeying their 
lawful Commands. 


Murmuring at their Govern. 
ment. 


Stealing from them. 

Coveting their Eſtates, tho' by 
their Death, or ſecretly wiſhing 
them Dead. 

Negletting to comfort and re. 
lieve them to the beſt of their Pow- 
er and Skill in their Sickneſs, 
Wants, Weakneſs and old Age. 
Neglecting to pray for God's 
-Blefling on them. 

Want of Humility, Reſpet&, 
and Gratitude to them. 


BESESESERETESS ELECT 
As to Brothers and Siſters. . 


Ant of natural Affection. 
Envying and Heart-· burn- 

ing towards them. 
Not praying for them. 5 
Wiſhing ill things to chem. 
Backbiting and reproaching 
one another. 

Reaiſing diſturbances in the Fa- 
mily concerning one another. 


. 


Va- 


8 . K & . . . 2 . . . . l . 8 . 
As to Maſters or Miſtreſſes: 


BR over harſh and rigorous- 
8 | 


towards their Servants. 
Uſing them tyrannically and: 
cruelly, 5 
Calling them evil Names. 
Too much given to Threat 
ning: | 
Being too remiſs in- ſuffering” 
them to negle& their Duty. 
Having little care or compaſ- 
ſion on their Souls. 3 
Not inſtructing them theit- 
ſelves, nor ſending them to their 
ſpiritnal Guides to be Catechi- 
zed in the Principles of Religion. 
Not admoniſhing and reprov. 
ing them, when they commit 
Sins. | 
Not allowing them Time and 
Opportunity for the publick 
Worſhip of God; not allowing: 


them any Time for their lawful 


and neceſſary Occaſions on the - 
week Days, and ſo forcing them» 
to mind their worldly; buſineſs 
on the Zod's Day, 
Defrauding them or keeping: 
back their Wages. 
f | D- Re- 
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. Requiring unlawful Things 
from them; not hearing them 
read, nor calling them to Pray. 
ers Morning and Night; not ha. 
ving them baptized and confirm. 
ed if they are not. 


e enn 


.As to Servants. 


N OT obeying their Gover. a 

3 nours in all their Jawful 
Commands. 

Not being True, Juſt and 

FPaithful in the managing their 

Buſineſs. ö 

1 Not being Meek, Gentle and 

=  Submiſſive in their carriage to- 

=. wards them. | 

SY Anſwering again when provo- 


= Reſiſting them. p 
* Not praying for them. |; 
WE. —- Secretly deſigning or acting 
Miſchief to them. ; 
Stealing their Goods. 
Carelefly waſting them. 1 
Idleneſs. e 
Lying 
Eye -Service. oy 
Not vindicating their Reputa 
tion when they hear it call'd i 
Queſtion, 3 Puby 
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ons. 


Self⸗ Examination, (as they ſuit 
your reſpective Conditions) and 
at the end of every one of them, 
put the Queſtion to your ſelves, 
whether you are guilty or not? 

Be careful to mark each Parti- 
cular which your Conſcience ac- 


cuſes you as guilty of; and be 
ſure to repent of it, and in your 


Prayers at Night make a ſpecial 
Confeſſion of the Particulars, and 
earneſtly implore God's Pardon 
and Forgiveneſs for them. 


W & . . . .: & . . . 5, W 
After due Examination of your Con» 
ſciences, kneeling down, pray ibu. 


Evening PRAYER:. 


I Acknowledge and Confeſsun-- 
to thee, O moſt Heavenly Fa» © 
c 88 I! 


Self-E x aminant. 5 51 d | 
Publiſhing and Aggravating. - 
their Infirmities and ImperfeQi= 7 


Pray read over ſeriouſly and 
carefully the foregoing Forms of 


= 
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thoſe Things which I ſhould, 
and ought to have done, and do- 
ing thoſe Things which I ought 
not to have done, provoking 
. thy Wrath and In- 
dignation againſt | 
me. [0 Lav, 7 
with great Grief 
and Sorrow I do 
moſt humbly and 
heartily bewail 
theſe my Tranſ- 
greſſions againſt Thee: I flee 
unto thy infinite Mercy, to 
hide and cover them, and cry 
out with the Penitent Publican, 


* Here con» 
feſs thoſe Sins 
which you 
Conſcience ac- 
cuſes you of 
the Day paſt. 


Goa be merciful to me a Sinner. For- 


give me, I entreat thee, all that 


is Paſt, and ſave and defend me 


from all Sin and Danger for the 
future: Give me the gracious 
Aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, 
and confirm and ſtrengthen me 


in the Ways of true Holineſs 


and' Righteouſneſs all the- Days 
of my Life, to the Praiſe and 


| Glory of thy great Name, and 


to the preſent Comfort and eter- 


nal Happineſs of my immortat 
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And foraſmuch as thou haft 
brought me to the end of this 
Day, and haſt created the Night 
for Man to take his Reſt in, I 


moſt humbly beſeech thee, to 


vouchſafe me moſt quiet Repoſe 
and Sleep, that I may reſt this 
Night, to the Comfort and Re- 
freſhment of my weak and wea- 


ried Body. Preſerve me from all 


Uncleanneſs both of Body and 
Soul, from all hurtful Tempta- 
tions and Dangers that may be- 
fal me. 2 


Viſit alſo, O Lord, this my 


Dwelling and Neighbourhood, 
and preſerve us from Fire, Robe 


bery, Violence, and all other evil 
Accidents. Give thy Holy An- 


gels Charge over us, to encamp | | 
round about us: And grant that 


whether we ſleep or wake, live 
or die, we may be aſſured of 


thy Protection: And if thou 4 ; 


with us, and for us, nothing ih 

be able ro hurt nor terriſie us, 
neither Devils nor Men ſhall 
have any Power over us. 0 


Lord, hear theſe my earneſt Pe- 
titions, pardon all my Sins, ſag- 
_ Rifie my Life, and continue thy if 
15 Mer» 
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Mercies to me for evermore. All 


theſe Things, and what ever elſe 
thy Wiſdom may ſee to be more 


convenient for me, I moſt hum- 
| bly beg at thy Hands, in the 
Name and Words of my moſt 
Bleſſed Saviqur Jefus Chriſt, ſay- 
ing as he hfth taught and com- 
manded me 
art in Heaven, &c. 


When you enter your Bed, or compoſe 
your ſelf te ſleep, ſay thus. 


OD the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy 


Ghoſt, bleſs, preſerve and keep 


me, and grant unto me, and all 
my dear Relations, Friends and 


' Neighbours, his continual Bleſ- 


ſing and Protection. The Lord 
. mercifully with bis Favour look 


upon us, and ſo fill us with his 
| Spiritual Benediction and Grace 


here, that inthe World to come, 
we may havea happy Meeting in 


the . Heaven. Amen, 


Lord Jeſus, Amen, Amen. 
uo thy Hande I edmmend my Spi- 
vit, for thou haſt redeemed it, © 
Tord, they C of Truth. 1 _ 
I 6a) 
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Oar Father, which 
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lay me down in Peace and take my 


Reſt, for it is thou, Lord, only that | 
maleſt me to dwell in Safety. 


If at any Time in the Night you 


happen to awake, ſay, 


Will ſtill remember thee, my 

God, in my Bed, and think 
upon thee now I am waking, be- 
cauſe thou haſt always hitherto 
been my Helper. 


Even now in the Night Sea- 


ſon, whilſt thou holdeſt mine 
Eyes waking, I will contemplare 
thee my great Creator, and will 
make my Prayers unto thee, my 
dear Redeemer, and the God of 
my Life, I know thou wilt not 
refuſe to be my Soul's Comfort. 
Remember at Mianight there 


Was a Cry made, Behold the Bride- | | 


groom cometh, go out to meet him. 
Bleſſed are thoſe Virgin-Souls, whom 
the Lord, when he cometh, ſball find 
waking. 


ways take good heed, watch'and 
pray, that we may be found pre- 
pared with our Lamps burning, 
ready to enter N our Spoule 
EIS 4. 


Come, my Soul, them let us al- 


© 

* 
the 
4 / 
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| the Lord Jeſus unto the Wed-- 
ding. He that hath Ears to hear 


Jet him hear this The. Day of 


the Lord will come as a Thief in the 


Night. Watch therefore, becauſe ye 
know not the Day, nor the.Time, nor 


the Heur when the Son of Man will 
came to Judgment, whether at Even, 
or at Midnight, or at the Cocł-crow- 


ing, or in the Morning, leſt coming 


ſuddenly He ſhenld find thee ſleeping. 
_ When you hear the Clock ſtrikes | 


＋ irs is to put me in mind 
that the Hour of my Death 


draws nearer and nearer. Grant 


unto me, O Lord my God, I be- 
ſeech thee, both an happy and 
healthful Life, and bleſſed Hour 
of Death. And whatſoever I do, 


and whereſoever I am, let the 
Hour of thy ſudden Coming ſo 


reſt in my Mind and keep me 
watching, that I may ever think 
I hear thy Voice ſounding in 


mine Ear, Ariſe ye Dead, and come 
to Fuagment. In all Time of my 
Tribulation, and in all Time of 


my Health, in the Hour of my 


WP 


Death, and in the Day of Judg- 
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. ment, good Lord deliver us: 
p Amen. a 


MEDITATION. 


2 

e LD PE 

. All often to mind the Time 
/ | of thy Death, and be care- 
i ful to live every Hour in God's 
Favour, as tho' every Hour were 
indeed the laſt. Remember alſo 
that as there is no Hour nor in- 
ſtant of Time in all thy Life, 
wherein thou haſt not the Uſe of 
God's great Benefits, ſo ought 
there to be no moment wherein 
we have not him in perpetual } 
Remembrance before our Eyes, 
to ſerve, love and fear his Holy 
Name, to the utternioſt of our 
Power, with all our Heart, and 
Mind, and Soul, and Strength. 


When you cloſe your Eyes to ſleep il 
again, commend your ſelf to G 
in this Form. | 


4 Fe the Hands of thy unſpeak- 3 

1 able Mercy, O Lord, I com- 
mend my Soul and Body; my - 
| _ Senſes, Thoughts, and all Things 4 
belonging to me, my Friends ad 
22 Dy. Rela- 
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Relations, my BenefaQors and 
Acquaintance, my Lying down 
and my Riſing up, the whole 
Courſe and end of my Life, the 
Day and Hour of my Departure 
out of this World; finally, my 
Death, Burial, Reſt and Reſur- 
region; beſeeching thee, O 
Lord, now to ſuffer mine Eyes to 
ſleep, and mine Eye-lids to ſlumber, 
and the Temples of my Head to take 
Re; that my Bed may comfort 
me, and my Sleep may refreſh 
me. And O thou who art the 
keeper of Iſrael, who neither 
Numbereſt, nor ſleepeſt, take me 
into thy Protection and Care; 
and grant that while my Body 
{leepeth, my Soul may wake in 
thee. Let my ſleep be quiet and 
healthful to my Body, that when 
I awake in the Morning, I may 


E riſe in good Health, and delight 


in thee my God. Let not trou- 
bleſome Dreams, and vain Fan- 


= cies, and Apparitions of the 


Night, nor the Devil diſquiet 
me, but ſo guard and defend me 
by thy Holy Angels, in my ſleep, 
that I may fall into no harm nor 
Danger. I commend my Spirit, 
| ths Soul 


a a 


e 


8 Oe WF 


— 


mine Eyes pre= * This is tobe 


1 — 


and ready to ſerve and glorifie 
- thee with all its Ficulrhnd 
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Soul and Body, into thy Hands, 
Lord Jeſus, do thou in thine in- 
finite Mercy have Pity on me, and 
receive me into thy Cuſtody. 


So ſoon as you awake in the Morning 
pray, 0 


Oſt Bleſſed God, I heartily 

thank the for all thy Bene- 
fits beſtowed upon me and all 
Mankind; eſpecially for that ir 
hath pleaſed, thee in thy Mercy 
to awaken my Body from Sleep, 
* [And to mike 


vent the Morn. ſaid as occaſion 
ingLight. Vouch- ſerver. _ 

ſafe, O Lord, to x 2 
awaken my Soul from the ſleep i 

of Sin and carnal Security, that ü 
it may not become dead in Treſ- | 
paſſes, nor wearied with longing 
and hungring after the Vanities. 
of this World, but lively, quick 


Powers, in all Works of Rig te- 
ouſneſs and true Holineſs, - 


4 . 


+ 6 * 
1 
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Devout Praycrt 
At Jour Upriſing. 


| great Joy and Happineſs of 
the juſt "rm the —— Re- 
ſurrection. Contemplate alfo 
that moſt clear Light, and bright 
Morning which will be then af. 
ter the long Darkneſs our. Bodies 
have been in. 


Then Pray thus: 


Obel Chriſt, who didſt. 
vouchſafe to die for my Sins, 


0 And to riſe again for my Fuſtifications. © 


have mercy upon me, and by the 


1 Power of toy glorious Reſurrecti- 


on, I beſeech thee to raiſe me out 


e this Bed of Sin, wherein I have. 
= Jiv'd a long time, to, the Life of. 
2 Righteouſneſs. 


MEDITATION. 


Au are petting on your cu 


and draſing your felf, 


corporate into Chriſt, and 


bow he doth cloath, govern and 
E nouriſh us, and under his Wings, 
Erotection and Providence, doth 


ſtill 


| CA to mind the exceeding 


=_ — 


FN All to mind how we are in- * þ 


e ra xw»Dpe.9,,cT rw 


us. Conſider alſo how the Chil- 
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AN! preſerve us, and provide for 


dren of God, whilſt they are 
burden'd with this fleſhly Ta- 
bergacle, do ſigh, deſiring te be 
cloathed upm, that Mortality may be | 
ſwallowed up of Life. For if they be. 
found cloathed, and not naked, Mor- 
zality ſhall be ſwallowed up of Iumor- 
tality, and they ſhall walk with Go 
in white unſpotted Garments. At all” 
times, Let thy Garment be white, aud. 
thy Works pleaſe God. 
Then- Pray thus: * 

Loath me, O-Chriſt, with! 

thine own ſelf, that I may 
be ſo far from making Proviſiox nl 
for the Fleſb to fulfil the Luſts thereof, 
that I may quite throw off all my 
carnal Deſires, and crucifie the. 


Affections of the Fleſh. 
MEDITATION, 


When you are waſhing your Hands; | 
Editate on the Vow and" 
Promiſe made to God -t 

our Baptiſm, to renounce the 

orld, the Fleſh and the Devil, 
and how often and grievouſſy 


you have broken that Vow. Con- 
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ſider alſo the unſpeakable Love 
and Mercy, of Jeſus Chriſt your 
Saviour, who hath waſhed you 
from your Sins in his own moſt 
precious Blood, and purged your 
Conſciences from dead Works, to 
the end you ſhould ſerve God in 
Purity andInnocency of Life. Con- 
ſider alſo that it will little avail 
= you, if you waſh your ſelf, and 
touch Fleſh again; that is, if you 
= confeſs your Faults, and after, 
commit them again ; and with the 


= the Sow which was waſb'd, to her 
= wallowing in the Mire. 


Then pray thus : 


x God, and pardon all thoſe 
= wicked Actions which my Hands 
= have committed * thee, 
= Waſh my Soul wit 

Fountain of that precious Water 
and Blood, which I believe did 


Hands and Face from Filth and 
Corruption, but purge my Heart, 
& Soul and Conſcience, from all 
& Contagion of Sin and Impiety, 


Dog return to the Vomit, and with 


Ave Mercy upon me, O 
the Holy 


flow from the pierced Side of +. 
E thy Son. Cleanſe not only my 


that 


and Miditations. 
that I may he pure both in Body 
and Soul, and ſerve thee in un- 
pes 405 Holineſs and Righteouſ- 
nels to my Life's end. Amen. 
After yon are dreſſed, it is aduiſa- 
ble to retire into ſome private 
place, and then with al Humi- 
lity, of both Body and Soul, kneel © 
down and ſay this ſhort Prayer. 
Moſt Merciful Lord, and 
Loving Father, without 
whoſe mighty Aid, I am not 
able to do any thing that is good 
and acceptable in thy ſight, dif 
poſe my Heart, open my Lips, 
and guide me by thy Holy Spi- 
rit to a true Acknowledgment of 
all my Sins, that my Prayers may 
be heard of thee, in the Name 
of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt. 
Now ſay your Belief, your Baptiſ- 


63 | 


mal Vow, and ak your Conse 
ence whether you ſtedfaſtly belieus 
axd duly remember all this; t 
whether, by the Grace of God "il 


enabling you, you will live aud 


die in this Faith. Whenever you 3 ' 
repeat the Belief, [ay at the end "i 
of it, Lord I believe all this, 


do thou help mine Unbelief. I 
. Then repeat the Ten Command» Þ 
rs ments, 


64 Devout Prayers. 
ments, examine your ſelf, in what 


fully broken them : And at the end 
of every ſuch Commandment ſay, 
Lord have Mercy upon me, 
and forgive all my paſt Tranſ- 
greſſions of this Law, and in- 
cline my Heart to the due 
Obſervance of it for the time 

to come. Lge 
Oth now and ever vouchſafe, 
O Lord, for thy dear Son's 
fake, to hear my humble Petiti- 
ons, Receive my Prayers, O God, 
and in thy Truth and Mercy, 
pardon all my Offences, and give 
me the Grace of thy Holy Spirit, 

co enable me to pray aright. 

O Father of Heaven, O Son of 
= Cod, Redeemer of the World, 
0 Holy Ghoſt, Three Perſons, 
and one moſt glorious God, have 
= Mercy upon me a moſt wretch- 
ed and miſerable Sinner. I have 
offended both Heaven and Earth, 
above all that ay, 975 . 
t expreſs [* My Sins 
4% . which I have com- 

33 great . d b 
* and notorious 1 * 22 p Ih 
„ all Mens, both in 


_ neſs ] 


_ particular Inſtances you have en - 


Number and Great- 


declared thy ſelf to be a God of 
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neſs,] Whither then ſhall I go 
for Pardon and Forgiveneſs > 0 
Heaven I am aſhamed to lift up 
my Face, and on Earth I can find 
no Place of Succour and Relief. 
To thee therefore, O Lord my 
God, I am forc'd to come and hum- 


ble my ſelf, beſeeching thee to 
have Mercy upon me. "Thou haſt 


Mercies and frogiveneſſes, and 
that thou delighteſt not in the 
Death of a Sinner, but hadſt 
rather that he ſhould turn from 
his evil Ways and live, O turn 
me, turn me by a true and time- 
ly Repentance to thy 1hlf, and 
rant that all my Sins may be 
10 fully forgiven me, that they 2 
may never riſe up in Judgment 
againſt me in this World, co 
confound me amongſt Men, or to 
condemn me in the next at thy 
great Tribunal. 41% 
And when once thou haſt ful. 
ly pardon'd all my Sins, fortifie- il 
me againſt them, by the Grace 
of thy Holy Spirit, for the time 
to come. That ſo I may never 
return to my old Impieries, nor ⁵ 
yet offend thee by any new 3 
1 Tranſgreſſions. 
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Tranſgreſſions. But may paſs the 


time of my Sojourning here in thy 


Fear, keeping Innocence, and taking 
heed to the thing that is right, as 
knowing it will bring me Peace at 
the laſt. 

I thank thee, O dear Father of 
Heaven and Earth, that the laſt 
Night thou haſt given me quiet 
and refreſhing Sleep, and haſt 
preſerved me, and all my Rela- 
tions and Friends, Neighbour- 
hood and Family from Fire, 
Robbery, and all other Violence 
both of evil Angels and evil 


Men. And ſince thou haſt been 


ſo merciful to me as to give me 
leave to behold the Light of this 
Day, I moſt humbly beſeech 


& thee to keep me from falling in- 
= to any wilful or preſumptuous 


Sins, or from running into any 
kind of Danger, but that all my 
Thoughts, Words and Works, 


N may be prevented by thy moſt 
& Gracious Favour, furthered by 


thy continual and ready Help, 
and ordered by thy All-wiſe and 
powerful Governance, that ſo 
they may be evermore pleaſing 
and acceptable in thy ſight, 5 


Hell-fire. 
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This Day I commend my felf, 
Soul and Body, all things that F 
have, and all that 1 undertake, 
iato thy Hands, beſeeching thee 
that thy Holy Spirit may be ever 
with me, let my Enemies ſhould 
prevail againſt me. Defend me, 
O Lord, from the open Aſſaults, 
and the ſecret Temptations of 
my great Adverſary the Devil, 
and all infernal Spirits and wick- 
ed Men. Feed me with Food 
convenient for me, root out of 
me all exorbitant Luſts and Paſ- 
ſions, deliver me from all deadly 
Sin, from an untimely and un- 

provided Death, and (if thou 
ſeeſt convenient for me) from a 
lingring Sickneſs, and above all, 
from the eternal Torments of 


Dear Lord, bleſs me, and take 3 
me into thy Tuition 3 give me a 
Penitent Heart, to weep and la- 
ment for all my paſt Miſcarri= i 
ages; Give me an unfeigned Faith” 2 
to believe in thee, to truſt in 
thee, to love and fear thee, to 
ſerve and glorifie thee, to call 
upon thy Holy Name; gran tthae 
I may love my Neighbour as 2 
bY, AF 


: 
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: 
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ſelf, without doing Wrong or In- 
jury to any Man; give me Grace 

to be courteous and thankful to 

my Friends, to be loving and ten- 
der- hearted to my Enemies, and 
to live peaceably and kind]y a. 
mongſt my Neighbours. Teach 
me to number my Days, and pru- 
dently to apply my Heart unto 
Holineſs, «4.8 whenever thou 
ſhalt ſummon me out of this pain- 
ful, troubleſom, and vexatious 
Life, I may willingly depart, and 
cheerfully reſign up my Soul in- 
to thy Fatherly Hands, and be 
received into thoſe everlaſting 


= Habitations of Bliſs and Joy, 


| where the Souls of them that 


ſleep in the Lord Jeſus, enjoy 


1 * perpetual Reſt and Felicity. 


Grant this, I beſeech-thee, O 


© che Imperfections of theſe my 
Is queſts, ſaying, as he himſelf - 


1 * Ar 
_ - 
* * 2 


moſt merciful Father, for Jeſus 


4 briſt's ſake, in whoſe moſt bleſ- 


= Jed. Name and Words I ſum up 


hath been pleaſed to teach me. 
Onur Father, &c. 


Unto God's gracious Mercy 


Wand Protection, I commit my ſelf, 
= and my dear Relations, TOW 


and Acquaintance,.the Lord of 
his infinite Mercy bleſs us, and 
keep us. The Lord make his 
Face to ſhine upon us, and be 
gracious unto us. The Lord 


lift up his Countenance upon 


us, and give us Peace this Day, 


and to the end of our Lives, and 


for evermore. Amen, Amen. 


Before you read the Bible, er ot 


good Books, pray thus. 


O mine Eyes, good Lord, 


that I may read the Truths 
contained in this Holy Book; 


Give me a good Underſtanding, 


and faithful Memory, to appre- 
hend and retain them: Grant 
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that · I may follow the Inſtructie 4 '* 
ons, keep the Precepts, believe 


the Promiſes, | arid dread the 
Thceatnings-; that ſo they may >= 

be-inſtrumental to my leading 
an Holy Life, and to my dying 
an happy and comfortable Death 


L 
L 
= 


Amen, good Lord, Amen. 


. . 
4 , 
\ . & I 
a 
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| When you walk out of your Houſe, | 
| pray thus : 


O Lord, bleſs my going out; 
Let thy Holy Angels go 


along with me, and let thy Holy 
Spirit reſt upon me, that I may 
be ſafe under thy moſt mighty 
Protection. I leave all my Con- 
5 cernments in the World entirely 
to thy Diſpoſal. Direct this Fa- 
mily in all their Ways; Keep 
their Souls in Truth and Piety, 
their Bodies in Health and Eaſe, 
And their Goods in Safety. 
== "Before you begin any Work or Study. 
= TTY HE Lord God of Heaven 
©. 4A. vouchſafe to aſſiſt me with 
* 


. 


Holy Spirit, and to drive 
5 away from me all Sloth and Idle- 
1 4 dess, that I may never negle& to 
Pains while bothe Health and 
Strength continue, that when old 
Age creeps upon me, and theſe 
are ſpent and conſum'd, I may 
enjoy in Peace the reſt of my La- 
bours: Be thou preſent with me, 


0 Tord, in this Undertaking. 


* 


3 do my Duty, but that I may take 


WW Grant that I may go abort it 


wih 
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with Prudence, Cheerfulneſs and 
due Conſideration; and when it 
it is finiſh'd, I may reap the 
wiſh d for Fruits and Succeſs of 
my Labours. 


In your Working, Study, or Buſineſs, 
often lift up your Soul to God in 
this or the like Prayer. 


Ear Lord, vouchſafe me thy 
Grace and Bleſſing, with- 

out which all that I take in Hand 
will turn to no account. I be- 
lieve, I am now employed in 
that honeſt Calling and Buſineſs, - 
which thy Providence hath been 
pleaſed to allor me. I hope 
therefore that thou wilt bleſs it 
to me: And let the glorious Ma- 


jefly of the Lord my God be upon me. 
Proſper thou the Work of my Hanf * 4 
upon me, O proſper thou my handy. 3 


Work. 


As you are walking or riding in the | | 1 


| Fields, pray thus. wag 
ET my Body, O God, get 

Strength by this innocent 
Exerciſe; and let my Mind re- 
ceive Inſtrũctions, by beholding 
ang contemplating theſe thy 
8, hearing their Mee 

1 
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ſmelling their Sweetneſs, and ob. 


ſerving their ſeveral Properties: 
and Excellencies. | 


O Lord our Governor, how excel- 
lent is thy: Name in all the World: 
who hath ſet thy Glory above the 
Heav:ns. 

* When I conſider the Heavens, the 
Works of thy Fingers, the Moon and 
the Stars which thou haſt Ordained; 
what is Man, that thou art mindful 
of him, and the Son of Man tha: 
t hou viſit eſt him? For thou haſt made 
him 8 little lower than the Angel:, 
and haft Crowned him with Glory 
and Honour, thou madeſt him to have 
Dominion ever the Works of thy 
Hand z thou haſt put all Things un- 
der his Feet; all Sheep aud Oxen, 
yea, and the Beaſts ef che Field, the 
Fowls ef the Air, and the Fifh of the 
Sea, and whatſoever paſſeth thro' the 
Pathi of the Waters, O Lord, oar 


all the Earth? © 
At your Return home. 


for my ſafe Return home, that 


— 


Lord, how excellent. ir thy Name in 


| Thank thee, O Gracious God; 
no Evil hath befallen my. Body, 


tures, 
conti. 
by th 
may | 
ind E 
ite, t 
2 is 
non 


ut don 
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ind no wilful Sin hath polluted- 
my Soul. I intreat thee to pardon 
all my Sins of Ignorance and In- 
firmity, and to preſerve me ſtill by 
thy gracious Providence and Pro- 
„  reNion, the remaining part of 
« chis Day, and for evermore. 
Grace before Meat. 
p Leſs, O Gracious God, theſe 
11 D thy good Creatures to our 
e, that by them our Bodies 
may receive Strength and Now- 
: Jriſhment, and our Souls may give 
{+ thee continual Thanks and Praiſe 
, for them, through Jeſus Chriſt 
ry Jour Lord. | 


ve Grace after Mee. * 
hy E thank thee, O bleffed God. 
TH for theſe thy good Crea- « 4% | 


en, Nrures, and humbly beſeech thee to 
he continue thy Care over us, that 
tbe by thy watchful Providence we 
the may be in conſtant Safety, Health 
dar and Holineſs all the Days of our 
in Life, thro' Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
IN very ſcandalous, t ho become 
nom a very faſbionable, Cuſtom to 
WW down to Meat before we crave 
od; i d Bleſſing upon what we cat, and 
hat Be riſe and go away without gruing 
1 im Thanks. | T 
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DIRECTIONS for a Family at p 
Morning and Evening. G 

vi 


OV that are Governours, and ar 
| Heads of Families, ſhould aj 
_ I imitate the Example of Abraham d 
and Jeſbs. Concerning the firſt d 
of theſe great Men, we know God 
had ſo great Confidence in him, Y ®! 
as to paſs his Word for him, tha: ſe 
be would command his Children, and tt 
His Houſhold after him, that they th 
fhould keep the way of the Lord, 5 de 
40 Fuſtice and Judgment. Then th 
= as to Joſbus, ye meet with his N 
== .Pious Refolution in his 24th 
Chapter, and the 18th Verſe; ft 
that if there were occaſion, and or 
things were brought to thac ex- th 
tremity, he and his Houſe would va 


ſtand alone in the Profeſſion andi M 
Practice of God's true Religion; Fa 
Chuſe you this Day (faith he) wh At 
ye will ſerve But as for me ani or 
my Houſe, we will ſerve the Lore Ch 
Now this is, and ought to be the _ 

1 | 


ation of all good Chriſtians L 


pl ths _ Care and unwearied Reſo 
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have the Care of Families upon 
them; tis indeed, an eſſential 
part of Religion, next to ſerving. 
God in our own Perſons, to be 
very careful that all thoſe who. 
are under our Authority, and have 
any relation to us, whether Chil- 
dren, Servants, or other Depen- 
dents, do the ſame. 

For every one of us muſt not 
only give an Account of our 
ſelves to God, but alſo for all thoſe 
that belong unto us, we ought 
therefore to take Care that they 
do not run into Sin and Folly; 
through our wilful Omiſſions and 
Negligence. | a f 

If we deſire to have the Bleſ- 


ſing of God upon our ſelves, and: 
- our Families, it concerns us, ei- 


ther before or after our own pri- 
vate Devotions, to call ever7 
Morning and Evening, all our 
Family into ſome convenient 
Apartment; and then to read, 
or cauſe to be read diſtinctly, a 
Chapter out of the New Teſta. 
ment. The Chapter being read, 


if leiſure ſerves, it would be pro- 


per and uſeful to praiſe God in 
ſinging a From, or ſome part of 
| & - 
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one. And then kneeling down 
with them in a devout and reve. 
rend manner, let us commend ' 
our ſelves and them, to the Blef. 
ſing and Protection of Almighty 
God. Mode | 
A Prayer ts be ſaid by a Family 
Morning and Evening. 
At your firſt kneeling down, ſay, 
() Lord, prepare our unprepa- 
4s red Hearts to ſeek thy Face, 
and hear and anſwer the Suppli- 
' cations of us thy unworthy 
Servants. 
| . We yield thee hearty Thanks, 
- moſt Merciful Father, for all 
thy Benefits beſtowed upon the 
whole race of Mankind; but eſ- 
pecially upon us thy ſinful, and 
moſt unworthy Servants, now 
aſſembled. together in thy imme- 
diate Preſence. We bleſs thee for 
_ thoſe unſpeakable Benefits of our 
Creation, when we were no- 
thing ; of our Redemption, when 
we were loſt, and worſe than no- | 
thing: For giving us this long | ine 
Opportunity, to bring forth Fruit: WII 
meer for Repentance; for reveal. 
IE ing 
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ing to us thy Promiſes of Mercy 
1 to all penitent Sinners in the ho- 
ly Word and Goſpel of thy dear 
43 —7 Chriſt, and for —_ 
. us from ſo many Perils an 
Dangers both of Soul and Body, 
at home and abroad: And altho- 
we have from time to time offen- 
* WW ded thy Divine Majeſty by our 
ly Þ continual Sins and Wickedneſſes, 
provoking thee moſt juſtly te 
Wrath and Indignation againſt 
2.» us; yet thou haſt not deſtroyed 
e, us, nor forſaken us, but haſt gran» 
i. ted to us a longer time of Repen- 
iy | cance. O ler this thy forbearing 
Goodneſs and Mercy awaken: 
is, our Minds, and melt and ſoften | 
111] & our Hearts, and conſtrain us to 
he turn from our evil Ways, and to 
reform and amend our Lives, that 
nd fo, tho' we have done wickedly, 
w yet we may do ſo no more, but 
ge- may amend our Ways, and re- 
for form our Doings, and our Iniqui« - 
ur MW ties may not be our Ruin. bc 
10. Be merciful unto this ſinful 
en Kingdom wherein we live. For- 
o- five our Sins, our crying Sins, 
ing and enter not into Judgment 
it With us for them. Proſper thy 
as E 3 Goſpel 


— 


| 758 a Famihy- Prayer 
Goſpel amongſt us, grant it 2 
free and a comfortable Paſſage; 
ſend it where it is not: keep and 
proſper it where it is. Let thy 
Bleſſing always follow it, and thy 
moſt mighty Power evermore 
uphold and defend it. Look 
doven with an Eye of ſpecial Fa- 
vour and Protection - upon our 


the Spirit of Zeal, Wiſdom, and 
Government, that He may long 
and happily Reign over us. Bleſs 
the Royal Family, the Nobility, 
Judges, Magiſtrates and Gentry 
of this Land. Let a double Por- 
tion of thy Spirit be upon the 
Miniſters of thy Holy Word and 
Sacraments. Make them Alen 
fearing thee, and hating Covetouſ- 
neſs. Grant that they may right- 
. Jy preach thy Sacred Word, du- 
ly adminiſter thy Bleſſed Sacra» 
ments, and indaſtriouſly ſeek thy 
Honour and Glory, and the Sal- 
vation of thy People committed 
to their Charge. Be with the 


Children of Affliction, however 
viſited. Be gracious to all our 
Relations, Benefactors, Friends 
and Acquaintance, and if any 
"18 ale 


moſt Gracious King. Give Him 
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are or would be our Enemies, 
Lord, forgive them and turn 
their Hearts. Take, we pray 
thee, into thy Protection, both 
us and ours, and all that belong 
unto us this Day [or Night. | 
Let thy careful Providence 
watch over us, and thy Bleſ- 
ſed Angels encamp ' about us, 
keep and | preſerve. both our 
Souls and Bodies from all Perils 
and Dangers, from the Aſſaults of 
evil Spirits and evil Men, and 
give us Grace to live Holily and 
in thy Fear, that ſo we may die 
happily and in thy Favour, and 
at laſt be received into thoſe 
Everlaſting Habitations of Reſt 
and Peace, of Joy and Glory, 
which thou haſt prepared for 
thoſe that love and ſerve thee: 
And all this we beg for the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake ; In whoſe 


molt bleſſed Name and Words 


we conclude our imperfect Pe- 
titions ſaying, Our Father, &c. 
The Lord Bleſs us, and Keep 
us, the Lord lift up the Light 
of his Countenance upon us, and 


ive us Peace, both now and for 


vermore. Amen. 
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Spirit, to enable us to hallow and 
t fndific his Day the better. 
. * . 4 
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DIRECTIONS to be obſerved _ . 
on the Lord's Day. . © 
HE Firſt Day of the Week, 71 
commonly called Sunday, or T 

the Lord's Day, is to be obſerved F 
by us as the Chriſtian Sabbath, in n 
a due Remembrance of our Crea- F 


tien and Redemption. 

And God who has vouchſafed 
to us ſuch ſignal and ineſtima- 
ble Mercies, may juſtly chal- 
lenge a conſiderable Portion of 
our time to be ſpent in ſerving 
him. 

And in order to our better 
keeping of this ſolemn Day, let 


ſelves the Fvening before its 
coming ; and whenever we have 
Prayers in our Pariſh-Church, 
Jet us not fail to aſſemble our 
ſelves together to beg God's Bleſ- 
ſing upon our intended Services 
in Religion the Day following, 
and to implore the Grace of his 


4 
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Direftions, &c. 80 
| When the Day is come, Jet us | 
riſe ſomewhat ſooner than ordina- 
ry, and retire into our Cloſets, and 
| fake the proper Duties into our 
| ſerious Conſiderations ; which are 
theſe that follow; Se, Examina- 
| tion, ſecret Prayer with our ſelves 
| in our Cloſets, Private with our 
| Families, Publick with our Mi- 
| niſter and Neighbourhood, Reads Ml 
ing and Hearing the Word of 
God; Receiving the Holy Com- 
| munion, Catechiſing and Inſtru- 
| _/ Children and Servants ; 
; Meditatiag on the Word and 
| Works of God ; finging of 
Pſalms, converſing with good 
Chriſtians about holy things ; 
Doing Offices of Mercy and 
Charity to both the Souls and 
Bodies of Men; Viſiting the Sick, 
iving Alms to the Needy, Mini- 
ring to the Impriſoned, Com- 
poſing Quarrels and Differences 
berwixt Neighbours, with other 
Chriſtian Religious Offices. And 
ik you are thus careful in God's 
Service; and conſcientious in 
obſerving of a temporal! Sabbath 
here; t 2 the Mercy of. 
God you ſhall celebrate an Eter- 


2 
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nal Sabbath in the higheſt Hea- 0 
\YVens. * | : 
They that take this Day only 
for a Day of Reſt, and Pleaſure, 
-and Rejoycing, do moſt ſhame- | 
Fully break both Divine and Hu- 
mane Laws. And many and | 
memorable are the ſad Examples | 
of God's direful Judgments up- | 
og Sabbath. Breakers, as you may ä 
read in ſeveral Books, and par- 
ticularly in the Practice of Pieiy, 
Pp. 287. I intreat you then, for 
God's and Chriſt's ſake, nay for 
pour own Soul's ſake, that you 
= would remember to keep this 
Day holy in all reſpe&s, and 
| that you would by no means (if 
= you be in Health and Ability) 
= neglet the publick Service of 
= God this Day, Eſpecially, loiter- 
= ing at home careleſly, or pro- 
fanely frequenting Taverns, or 
=_ Alc-houſes, in time of Divine 
Service. For your Soul's ſake, 
tet thoſe of you that have been 
= guilty of this crying Sin repent 
and amend it for the future, And 
being upon this Head, I muſt in- 
treat all thoſe that are Governours 
of Families, to take due. are 
* that 
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that God be orderly worſhipped: 
and ſerved in their reſpective - 
Houſes on this ſolemn Day, te 
bring their Children and Servants. 
with them to the Houſe of God, . 
and to be ſure never to let them 


be idle, or wander about. If you 


who have the Charge of Families 
upon you, will ſtill negle& to do 
your Duty herein, remember, 
and I ſay it ought to be remem- 
bred by you, that your Children: 
and Servants Guilt and Failures. 


will lie at your Door. And wo 
be to thoſe wilful Sinners that 
know their Duty, and yet neg- 


le& to do it! 
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A Prayer for Sunday Morning. 


Moſt holy and bleſſed Lord 

God, thou art the Creator 
of Angels and Men, thou art the . 
and the 
Reſtorer of loſt Mankind; thou 
art the Great and Good, the Juſt 
and Pure, and only. Wife God: 
thy Laws and Precepts are moſt* 


Saviour of the World, 


Holy, thy Promiſes moſt ſure 
and immutable; thy Invitations 


moſt- kind and endearing, and! 
thy , : 


1 
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thy Threatnings moſt ſad and 


terrible. | 
This to be uſed as [But as for me, 
Di;cretion ſerves, I am a moſt vile 
and deſpicable, a moſt unworthy 
Wretch and miſerable Sinner. I 
have offended thee often, even 
daily and hourly : I have offen- 
ded thee heinouſly, by propha- 
ning thy moſt holy Name and 
Day; by abuſing thy Goodneſs 
and Jong Forbearance, and not 
4 2 frequenting thine Ordinan- 
CES. 
bs I confeſs, O Lord, that I have 
ſinned in a moſt ſhameful man- 
ner, and that I have plunged my 
ſelf into a moſt deplorable Con- 
dition. And what can I look for 
but the very Dregs of thy Fury 
and Indignation to be poured out 
upon me ? But O my good and 
moſt compaſſionate Father, make 
not my ſinful Carriage towards 
thee, the Rule of thy judicial 
Procedure with me. Bur have 
Mercy upon me, O God, after thy 
great Gooaneſs ; according to 
the Multitude of thy Mercies, do 
away mine Offcnces. Waſh me 
Shrough'y from my Wickeaneſs, and 
3 cleanſe 
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cleanſe me from my Sins. For I ac* 
knowledge my Faults, and my Sins 
are ever before me. O turn thy 
Face from my Sins, and blot out all 
my Miſdeeds: Tak! away mine I. 
niquities, and receive me graci- 
y Remember not the Sins and 
Offences of my Youth, nor the 
great Provocations of my riper 
Years. Take off the Load of my 
original Corruptions. Charge not 
upon me my actual Tranſgreſ- 
ſions. Call me not to account 
either for my own, or other 
Mens Sins, of which I have been 
too often a Partaker. But caſt 
them all into the Depths of the 
Sea, the boundleſs and botrom- 
leſs Sea of thy Mercy, that fo 
they may never riſe up againſt 
me, or be imputed to me. | 

Come unto me all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you ret, is thine own Invi- 
tation and Promiſe unto Sin- 
ners. I deſire to come unto thee 
this Day, in the Uſe of thoſe ex- 
cellent Means and Ordinances 
which thou haſt appointed to be 
inſtrumental to my Salvation. 
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I acknowledge, with all due 
Thankfulneſs unto thee, that 
thou haſt given me fair and fre. 
quent Opportunities of waiting 
on Thee in thy Houſe, and of 
— good to my poor Soul. 
But I remember with great Grief 
and Sorrow of Heart, that I have 
 wretchedly ſlighted, negle&ed and 
turned my Back upon them. Or 
if I have come, it hath been with 
that Weariſomneſs and Dulneſs, 
with that Coldneſs and Indifferen- 
cy towards thy Service, that 1 
have received no Profit by thy 
holy Ordinances. O! that thou 
wouldeſt be pleaſed to awaken 
my Heart, rouſe up my Spirit, 
and compoſe my Thoughts, that 
this Day when TI come into the 


Religious Aﬀemblies of thy Peo- 


ple, I may have my Mind and 
Faculties intent vpon every part 
of thy Service, ſo as to pleaſe 
thee. 4 

Let thy Bleſſed Spirit, O God, 


be preſent with me, and his 


Grace aſſiſt me in all thine hea- 
venly Ordinances, that I may 


duly exerciſe my ſelf in them, to 


thy. Honour, and my own Im- 


provement. 
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provement. When I read thy 
Word, let me do it diſcerningly, 


that I may underſtand the Scrip- 
tures, and they may give Light 


and Underſtanding to me. When 


J hear thy Word, let me do it 
with Meekneſs and Attention, 
and receive it with pure Affedti- 
on, and bring forth the Fruits of 
the Spirit, in my Life and Con- 
verſation. When I pray, let me 
do it with Humility, Faith, De- 
votion, Fervency, and Perſeve- 
rance, ſo calling upon the Name 
of the Lord, as that I may be 
ſaved : When I partake of the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
let me do it worthily, with Re- 
pentance, Faith, Hope, and Cha- 
rity, and a due Examination of 
my Life, before I preſume to eat 
of that Bread and drink of that 
Cup. When I faſt, let me do it 
religiouſly, not to make a Noiſe, 
or to be ſeen of Men; but to lick 
my Soul, and humble my ſelf before 
Cod, to raiſe my Affections, and 
quicken my Devotions to him. 
When I give Alms, let me do it 
with Cheerfulneſs and according 
to my Ability, with Secrecy and 

ry valence, 
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Silence, mot ſeeking the Praiſe of 
Men for my Reward, but looking 
up to God, to be rewarded by 
him. In all thoſe Services and 
— Employments which thou 
aſt called me to, or put upon 
me, let me uſe ſuch Faithfulneſs, 
Care and Diligence in the Perfor- 
mance of them, as thou expect- 
eſt from me, and wilt crown with 
Acceptance, and a glorious Re- 
© compence. That fo thou mayeſt 
be glorified, and I edified by 
what I do, and may be able 
E to ſay from happy Experience; 
Phat ene Day in thy Courts is bet- 
ter than a thouſand elſewhere. 

Bleſs all Orders and Degrees 
of Men amongſt us, from the 
Higheſt to the Loweſt, Let thy 
particular Providence be mind- 
Ful of, and merciful to our moſt 


F Gracious King, the Royal Fa- 
milly, the Nobility, Magiſtracy 


and Gentry. of theſe Realms. 
F Give them all Wiſe, Upright, 
and Underſtanding Hearts, that 
they may perceive thoſe things 
that tend to promote thy Ho- 
nour and Glory, the Good and 
Welfare of thy People, and the 
e Comfort 
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| Comfort of their own Souls at the Wl 
dreadful Day of Judgment, when 
they ſhall give an Account of 
themſelves, and of their Stew= 
ardſhips, to thee their Sovereign 
Lord and Judge. Bleſs the Mini- 
ſters and Diſpenſers of thy Holy 


Word and Sacraments, with 3 
due Senſe of the great Charge 
they have undertaken. Make 
them Men truly fearing thee, and 


holding it their greateſt Com- 
fort in this World to ſave the 
Souls of others. Be merciful and 
racious to all my Relations, 
Friends and BenefaQors; to the 
Neighbourhood I am of, and to 
this Family wherein I live. Be 
good to all thoſe who remember 
me in their Prayers, or who have 
commended themſelves to the 
Supplications of me thy unwor. 
thy Servant. Lord let the Light 
of thy Countenance ſhine upon 
them, and let the Comfort of 
thy Holy Spirit be with them, 
and grant that we may all of us, 
with one Heart, Mind and Son], 
love and reverence, praiſe and 
gloriſie thy Great and Holy 
Name. Attend to the Cries — 
wy 
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thy afflicted Servants, whether 
they be diſtemper'd in Mind, 
Body or Eſtate. Give them 2 
right and ſanctified Uſe of all 
their Troubles and Afflictions, 
and a ſpeedy and happy Delive- 
rance out of them, 

Be in a more ſpecial manner 
with that Servant of thine, whom 
thou haſt appointed to have the 


= Paſtoral Care over us. Do thou 


teach him, O Lord, that he may 
inſtruct thy People. And grant 
that thoſe Inſtructions which he 
ſhall this Day deliver to us, may 
not only ſound in our Ears, but 
fink into our Hearts and be- 
come the Savour of Life unto e- 
very. one of our Souls, 


And whilſt he continues 1n his - 


Station amongſt us, make him 
vigilant and painful in the ſame, 
and endue him with Abilities 
proper for his Function, and the 
-worthy Diſcharge of all weighty 
Offices thereunto belonging. 
That ſo he may preach thy 
Word, and diſpenſe thine Ordi- 
nances, with Power and Effica- 
cy, and all that dwell under his 
| . ry Spiritual 
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Spiritual Care, may be much 
the better for his faithful Miniſtry» Ml 
And as I pray unto thee, O God, 
ſo I deſire leave to thank and praiſe il 
thee for my Health, Wealth and 
Liberty; for the Continuance of Mi 
my Senſes and Reaſon; for my 
Peace, Plenty and Proſperity ; 
: for my Food and Raiment ; for 
4 the comfortable Enjoyment of ü 
4 my Friends and Relations, for 
y my continual Preſervation from 
t the Hour of my Birth to this 
- preſent Hour, but above all, 
y for the ineftimable Love of our 
it Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the Re- 
& demption of the World, for the 
45 means of Grace, and hopes of 
Glory. I Bleſs thee for thy 
is | watchful Providence over me 
m | and mine the laſt Night, and | 
* for bringing us ſafely to the be- 
jes | ginning of this Day. Do thou Jſ 
he protect us in it, and guide us 
ty through it. And the Glorious Mas, Mt 
ng. j of the Lord our God be upon ii 
by us, proſper thou the Wirk of our (| 
954 Hauds upon us, O pope thou our 
4 handy Work. That fo whatever 
his we Salt ung, or ak, or do 
| on this holy Day, which is con- 
_ | ſecrated 


92 Devout Prayers 
Tecrated to thy Service, may 
rend to thy Honour and our own 
and others Happineſs and Sal- 
vation. And all this I moſt hear- 
tily and humbly beg at thy 
Hands for * Chriſt's ſake, in 
whoſe moſt abſolute Form of 
Prayer I conclude my imperfett 
Petitions, ſaying as he himſelf 
hath taught me ; Our Father which 
art in Heaven, &c. 

Afterwards ſay, 

Thy Grace, O Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; mY Love, O Heavenly 
Father; thy Comfort and Con- 
ſolation, O holy and bleſſed Spi- 
rit, be with me, and dwell in my 


Heart this Day, and for ever, 


more. Amen. : 

Having thus in private prepa- 
red your Soul, if you have the 
Charge of a Family, call them 
all into ſome proper Room for 
that purpoſe, and you may ſay 
the foregoing Prayer, if you do 
but change the ſingular Number 
into the Plural, and inſtead of 
* Cc. ſay We, Us, and the 
ike 


But remember ſo to dif] atch 
your private Exerciſes of Devo- 
3 tion, 
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tion, as that you, and your Fa- 
mily may be at Church before 


the Miniſter begins the Publick * N 


Service. Your Private Prayers 
muſt at no time, by any means, 
hinder your publick Devotions. 
It is an ignorant piece of Pride 
for a Man to think his own 
Private Prayers more effe&ual 
than the Publick Prayers of the 
whole Church. Pray remember, 
Pious Mr. Herbert's Divine Verſe © 
to this Purpoſe : 
The Private Prayer be # brave 
Deſign, 
Yet Publick have more Promiſes, 
more Love; 
Leave then thy Six and Seven, © 
To pray with moſt, for where moſt 
pray, is Heaven. E, 
As you go to Church, Medi. 
tate that, you are now going to 
the Courts of the Lord, and to 
converſe with the great God by 
Prayer, and to hear his Majeſty 
ſpeak to you by his Word, and 
to receive his Bleſſing on your 
Soul and Body, and the honeſt 
Labour of the Week following. 
Conſider alſo what an invalu. 
able Felicity it is for you to have 
| thefe 
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off ſuddenly, and by an untime- 
I ſtroke of Death. 


theſe excellent Opportunities of 


Religion afforded you to repent 


in, when others have been cut 


Conſider again, that it will 
not be long before you be 


called to give an Account how 


you have ſpent your precious 


time; whether you have ſerved 


God duly, and as you ought to 


ve done. O how will you wiſh 


then that you had ſpent your 
time better, that every one of 
your Prayers to God had been a 


Thouſand, and that your whole 


time and pains had been laid out 
upon Religious Duties ? 

You may conſider again, how 
happy you are to be in Health 
and Strength, and capable of 
ſerving God, when your poor 
Neighbour lies ſick on his Bed, 
and wants his Limbs, or his 
Senſes, and is not capable of uſing 
theſe bleſſed Opportunities. 

Say then with thy ſelf by the 
way, with holy David, As the 
Hart brayeth for the Rivers of Vn. 
ters, ſo panteth my Soul after thee, 
O Cod: My Soul thirſteth for God 

even 
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even for the Living God; When 
ſhall j come and appear before the 
Preſence of God? For a Day in his 


Courts is better than a Thouſand s 


elſewbere, J had rather be a Door- 
keeper in the Houſe of My God, than 
to dwell in the Tabernacle of Wicks 
edneſs. Therefore I will come into 
thy Houſe in the Multitude of thy 


Mercies, and in thy Fear will 1 | 


worſhip towards thine holy Temple. 


When you come into th“ 


Church-Yard, then conſider, 


Here lies ſuch a dear Friend of 


mine. Time was when he was 
as healthful as my ſelf, but now 
he is dead and gone, and I muſt 
ſhortly follow. This ſhould 
put into your Mind a great ma- 
ny Pious Thoughts of your own 
Death, of Judgment, and of Eifer. 
nity, the conſequences of Death, 
and ſhould make you pray with 
the Pſalmiſt, Teach me, O Lord, to 
number my Days, and to apply my 
Heart unto Wiſdom. 

When you enter into the 
Church, it is time to recolle& 
the Preachers Advice, Eccleſ. 5. 
I, 2, Keep thy Foot. when thou go- 
eſt to the Houſe of God, and be. 
: ; Mare 
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al more ready to hear, than to give 
Wy the Sacrifice of Fools ; For they con- 
aer not that they do evil. 

Be not raſh with thy Mouth, and 
(lee not thine Heart be haſty to ut- 
ter any thing before Goa ; for God 
is in Heaven, and thou upon Earth, 


therefore let thy wards be few. 

IKA: IS SUS NAI 

At your firſt Entrance at the Church- 

door, make a little ſtand, and 

ſay one or more of theſe Senien- 
ces to your Self: 


How fearful is this place] ti. 
is none ot her but the Houſe oj 
Goa, this is the Gate of Heaven, 
ſurely the Lord is in this Place, 
God is among this People indeed. O 
dear Lord, I have loved the Habit a- 
tion of thy Houſe, and the Place 
where thine Honour dwellet h. One 
thing 1 have deſired of thee, that ] 
will require, even that I may dwell 
in thy Houſe all the Days of my Life, 
to behold thy Beauty, and to viſit 
thy Temple. Therefore will 1 offer in 
thy Tabernacle Sacrifices of Joy. J 
will ſing and praiſe the Lord. 
Hearken wnto my Voice, O Tora, 
when I cry; have Merc] upon me, 
| ; 4 
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Lora, 
me, Ithy humble gy, and that 


and 
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and hear me ; doubtleſs, Kindneſs 


and Mercy ſball follow me all the Days 


4 Life, and 1 ſhall remain a long 

172 in the Houſe of the Lord. 

As you go to your Pew, ſalute your 
Neighbours and Friends with an 
humble bowing of your Body, and 
ſay privately to your elf this or 
the like ſhort Ejaculation. 

] Pray God bleſs us all, and 
give us his kind Aſſiſtance in 

the weighty Buſineſs we are une - 


dertaking. 


In the Congregation I will bleſs 
and praiſe the Lord. O how 
bleſſed are we that have ſuch ex- 
cellent Opportunities of ſervin 
God ? Glory be to thee, O Lord, 
for them: 

hen you come into your Seat, 
Kneeling down ſay, 
BEE be thy holy Name, O 
Lord, for all the Means of 
Grace thou vouchſafeſt unto us, 
for all the holy, excellent Op. 
portunities of Religion thou haſt 
afforded us, eſpecially thoſe which 
this Day hath brought us. G 

Let thy merciful Ears, O 

Lord, be open to the Prayers of 


we 


"937 Devout Prayers at your 
pe may obtain our Petitions» 
make us to ask ſuch things as 
hall pleaſe thee, through Jeſus 
cChriſt our Lord. | | 
Open the Door of Utterance 
to thy Servant, who is this Day 
to miniſter to us, that he may 
divide thy word aright, and di- 
tribute to every one their pro- 
per portion; that he may ſpeak 
plainly and. diſtinctly to all par- 
ticular Cafes; that without Fear 


#3 „elf ro every Man's Conditien, 
we and deliver the whole Counſel of 
VPVouchſafe tobe with him and 
aſſiſt him in his Labours, pardon 
his Defects, bleſs his Endeavours, 

Ee and crown them with Succeſs, 
. . Give thy Bleſſing, O Lord, to 
the whole Congregation, open our 
Eyes I beſcech thee, that we may 
ſee the Exceltencies of Religion. 
Give us an hearing Ear, a diſcern- 
ing Mind, an unprejudiced Un. 
derſtanding, and a retentive Me- 
mory. Open our Hearts, that we 
may carefully attend unto the 
things that are ſpoken, and that 
ö we 
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or Flattery he may addreſs him. 
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we may humbly receive, and 
duly embrace them. _ 
And do thou ſo ſanckiſie us % 
that we may preſent our Fetition Sl 
before thee. with holy Hearts and 
awful Minds; and pardon, good 
God, all thoſe who come into the 
Congregation with leſs prepared 
Hearts than they ought. Z 

Then riſing up; conſider with 
your ſelf the Ends of your coming ll 
into this Holy Place: Namely, ts W 
acknowledge your Sins before God, 
#0 render Thanks for the great B if 
nefits that we have received at his 
Hand, to ſet forth his moſt worthy = 
Praiſe, to hear his meſt holy Word, : | 
and to ak thoſe things which: are 1 
requifite and nic ſſary as well fer, 
the Body as the Siul, _. 

Having duly olſerwed the forego» ! 
ing Directions, if ye have more time | 
to ſpare, before the Miniſter begins 
Divine. Service, take your Bibles | 
and read the Penitential Pſalms of 
David, one or two or more. of thens, .. Ml 
as time will permit, and you ſbatl © 
fn! wan, They arethe 6th, the 

2:0, 38th, 51ſt, 102d, 13oth, 
143d, LF | 


* ” 
— * 
oy 


Fz  *- "When, | 


j 


: 
| # 
= 
\ 
[| - 
” 
Ws 


- _ 
* 
oY 
0 


2 , 


100 Directions againſt 


ben Prayer begins, lay aſide 


= your own private Meditations, and 
let your Hearts join with the Mini- 
fer and the whole Congregation. 


Carry your ſelves with all poſſibie 
Reverence. Do not talk or ſleep, 
or gaze about you, or lean, or fit 


when you ought to flana, or ſtand © 


when you are to kneel. But in every 


| * Action, both of Kneeling at all the 
wo Prayers, of Standing at the read= 


ing of the Pſalms, and repeating 
your Belief ; of Sitting when the 
Chapters are read, and ſuch 
indifferent Ceremonies ( for the 


avoiding of Scandal, the continuing 
M Love and Charity, and in Tefti- 
mo of your Obedience) Conform 
pour ſelf to the manner of the Church 


wherein you live. It is certain, that 
God's Service ought to be performed 
by us im à decent orderly Poſture, 


and we are to attend to every part 


of the Worſhip in our Church. And 
every one of us, both Man and Child, 


ſhould ſay aloud Amen, and male 
all ot her Anſwers which belong to the. | 
' *Peeple. Which Anſwers alſo are t0 
. be made gently and pauſ, eably, think- 


ing what we ſay, not in an hudling 
 baſty Faſhion, gaping or ſcratching 


Our 
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dur Heads, or ſpitting even in the 
miaſt of our Anſwers, which is both 
clowniſh and offenſive. - 

There are two or three parti- 
cular Indecencies which. I find 


rally guilty of. The one is, ſay- 
ing the A4bſolution aloud after the 
Prief, as if they could abſolve 
themſelves; which Abſelution our 


Church has enjoyned to be pro» | 


nounc'd by the Prieſt alone. 

The fecond, is, repeating any 
of the other Prayers with an au- 
dible Voice, except the Lord's 


great Diſturbance to both Mints, 


ons. 


Heavenly Pſalms are reading, 
This is a moſt unmannerly Pra- 
ctice and inexcuſable in all Per- 


ly, whoſe Knees are weak and 
feeble. Shall we give- the Knee 
to a temporal Prince, when we 
ask s ſmall Courteſie of him, and 
ſhall we refuſe to ſtand when 
we give 1 and Praiſe to 
2 


God 


9 


\ 
A 


our Country People to be gene- 


Prayer, and Reſponſes, which give 
fer and People in their Devoti- 1 


A third, is, Sitting all the 
while that the moſt Divine and 


ſons, except the Aged and Sick- - = 
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God for his Mercies towards us ? 
Surely Standing is the proper 
Poſture for Thankſgiving and 
Lauds To this end ye read, 
Pſal. 134. Praiſe ye the Name of the "FP 
Lord, STANDING in the Courts I 
of the Lord's Houſe, And in the 
2d Book of Chron. 7. 6. All Iſrael - 
STOOD when the Prizfs and 

Levites praiſed the Lord. Let 


us Strand then in the Courts of 


the Lord's Houſe, when we either 


— or ſing Pſalms of Praiſe unto 
im. | 
A fourth particular, is, when l 
the Miniſter proceeds to the : 
Communion-Service, after he 1 
| has ſaid the Lord's Prayer, and yp 
& the Collect following, - (the Pri: ft 1 
=. ſtanding all the while, as the 
Church enjoyns) when he be- l 
gins to rehearſe the Ten Com- 
mandments, the people accuſtom 
themſelves to riſe up, when they ( 
are expreſly charged to be ſtill P 
kneeling. And is it not fit that g of 
they ſhould continue kneeling, MI. I 


when they are praying to God to 
have Mercy upon them for. the 
Tranſgreſſions of his Laws for the 
time paſt and begging his Grace 

| 5 to 
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to enable them to keep them bet- 
ter the time to come. ae OO 
A fifth and laſt Indecency, I 
cannnot but take norice of in our 
Country Churches, is, en 
while the Goſpel is read, an 

taking down our Hats, and ruſn- 
ing out of Church before the 
Bleſſing is pronounced. Theſe 
few Particulars, I have mention'd, 
ought to be amended by us, in 
due Conformity to our excellent 
Church, in due Reſpec to our. 
moſt admirable Liturgy, and to 
one another, that ſo all things 
may be done to edifying, and we 
may give no Offence to any, that 


the Miniſtry of our Church be not 


blamed. | 
When the Prayers of the Church | 
are ended, fall down on your 


Knees, and ſay this ſhort Collect. 


() Lord, pardon the Wandrangs 
and Coldneſs of theſe our 


Petitions, and deal with us not 
according either to our Prayers 
or Deſerts, but according to our 
Needs, and thine own richMercies 
in Jeſus Chriſt : In whoſe moſt. 
bleiſed Name and Words | con- 
clude my a”. 8 Prayers, ſay- 
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= ing, Our Father which art in 
Heaven, &c. 

When the Miniſter goes into the 
Pulpit, conſider that Sermons are 
dangerous things, and none goes out 
of the Church as he came in, but 
either better or worſe, and that the 
Word of God ſhall judge and try us. 
Take all imaginable heed then, 
how you hear the Word of God 
Preached. One eſpecial Help to 
quicken your Attention, and to keep 
you from wandring Thoughts, is to 
fix your Eyes upon the Preacher. 
The Eyes of all that are in the Sy- 
= 7agogue are ſaid to be faſtened. on 
Chrift while he preached: And all 
the People are ſaid to hang upon 
him when they heard him. 

\ Another good Expedient to make 
= you ateentive, is, to write down the 
Heads and other remarkable Paſſa- 
1 4 ge. of the Sermon, and turn down 
= che ſeveral Proofs in your Bible: 
For hereby you will come acquaiuted 
with the Holy Scriptures, and yen 
will be able to refreſb aud help your 
Memories, and happily retrieve 
theſe Paſſages in the Preachers 
Diſcourſe which otherwiſe would be 


forgot or loft. 
8 Beſides 
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Befides when you return home you 3 


will have leiſure to look over thoſe ix 
Proofs ; and call the main Heads of 


the Sermon to mind, and by this ye 
may be able to communicate them to 
others, and ſo thoſe of the Family may 
be edified, who were abſent from Church. 


Oe N 


When Sermon is ended, kneel down 
while the Bleſſing is pronouncing, and 
_ofrerward: ſay this ſhort Prayer. 


ET the Intercourſe, O Bleſſed 
God, we have had with chee 
: at this time in thine Holy Ordi- 
| nances be attended with thy Di- 
. vine and Efhcatious Bleſſing ; that 
a ſo what we have done, may bring 
Glory to thee, and be matter of 


C5 
= 


a Comfort and Spiritual Advantage | 
x to our ſelves. i ny 
* ; Or this, 5 1 
n Nſwer, O God, the Prayers 
£ that we have made; accept 
'd the Praiſes that we have offer d, 
e and Jet what we have read and 
Ky heard of thy Will, and our own. 
ve Duty, be duly remembred, and. 
2 piouſly practiſed by us, that we 


being not careleſs Peruſers, and 
forgetful . Hearers, but conſcien- 
F 5 tioss 
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tious Obſervers and Doers of thy 
Mord, may be bleſſed in our Deed. 


And together with ours let all 
the Devotions and Services of 
= thy People which they have per- 
formed, be approved of thee, 
and made inſtrumental to their 
proper ends; even to the Ho- 
nour of thy Name, and the Ad- 
vancement of thy Kingdom, in 


"i promoting of unfeigned Fairh 


and Righteouſneſs. 

And Grant I beſeech thee that 
we and all others who now wor- 
ſhip thee in thy militant Church, 
may in time be exalted to the 
general Aſſembly of Trium- 
phant Spirits; to celebrate that 
facred and delightful Sabbath of 
Peace and Joy which ſhall be 
kept in the Kingdom of our Lord 
tor ever. 5 


Our Father which art in Hea- 
ven, &c. 


His IO IE 


g Et me intreat all thoſe that 
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If it be a Communion Day, draw i 
near to the Lord's Table in the ed. 
ding Garment of a faithful, thankful, i 
penitent and charitable Heart, to be 
a worthy Partaker of Chriſt's Body and 
Blood. | 4 


Concerning the Sacrament. 


are of competent Vears and 
Underſtanding, that have not e- 
ceived the Holy Communion, to 
live no longer in the wilful Neg- 
led and Breach of this known 
Duty and Commandment of their 
Saviour, of Doing this in remem*> if 
brance of him. I have ſaid nothing 
particularly in regard to Prepara- 
tion, bat do only deftre them to 
read over at their leiſure, with 
good deliberation, the Doctrine 
of the holy Sacrament in our 
Church Catechiſm Mas alſo the whole 
Ocder of the Adminiſtration of it, 
in the Communion Office; by 
which may be learnt, in a ſuffici- 
ent meaſure, what is need ful both 
in our Preparation for, and partak- 
ing of that Holy O:dinance. Tr 
would 
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would indeed have been uſeleſs to 
have ſaid much in relation to this 
point. For if we ſeriouſly conſi- 
der and duly practiſe the forego- 


ing Inſtructions concerning Daily 


Se, Examination, we cannot but be 
ready to receive at any time. He 


lh! that daily examines and calls him» 
ſielf to a particular Account for 


= the Sins of his Life, muſt be al- 
ways preparing in the conſtant 
courſe of Holineſs, and a holy 


Life is the beſt Preparation to a 


worthy receiving of the Holy 


= Communion. 


4 A Prayer to be ſaid at your firſt 

== kneeling down at the Commni- 
on Table, which may be uſcd al- 
ſo by a Family or any private 
Perſon at any time in the Week 
before the Communion, after no- 
tice given by the Miniſter, 

2 Moſt gracious and bountiful 
= Lord God ! thou openeſt 
thy Hand and filleſt all things liv- 

ing with Plenty, But for Us thou 

haſt provided the Food of Angels, 
and haſt invited us to an holy and 
moſt heavenly Feaſt, at thine own 

Table. Lord, ſince thou haſt pre- 

pared ſo rich a Banquet, and gra- 

ciouſly 


- 
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ciouſly called us to partake there 
of; endue us with Appetites ſuit- 
able to its Excellency. That ſo 
we may not ſinfully turn our Backs 
upon it; nor out of meer cuſtom, 
go and eat of thy Supper; but 
with ſuch a ſweet and hearty 
choice and deſire, and with ſuch 
noble and divine diſpoſition of 
Soul; as may qualifie vs for a li- 
beral participation of all thoſe Be- 
nefits, which it was ordained to 
convey unto worthy Receivers. | 
Help us, O God, to repent us 
truly of our former Sins; and 
ſtedfaſtly to purpoſe to lead a new I} 
Life. Fill us with a lively Faith 
in thy Mercy thro' Chriſt : with a 
a thankful remembrance of his 
Death: and with a perfect Cha- 
rity to all Men. That ſo as many 
of us as repair to thy moſt ſacred 
Ordinance, may ſpiritually eat the 
Fleſh of thy Son, and drink his 
Blood; to the effectual ſtrength- 
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_ ening and refreſhing of our Souls. | | 


Let our Souls be ſo ſtrengthen- 
ed thereby, as that the bearing of 
Afflictions, the reſiſting of Tem- 
ptations, the ſuffering of Perſe-„ 
cutions, (if they befal us) and | 

; » doing 
| ../ 8 


27 


doing all Duties belonging to 
that excellent Religion we pro- 
feſs; may be very eaſie to us. 
And let them find ſuch Bleſſed 


them into a powerful Love to 
W thee ; and into ſuch holy De- 


ter thy Majeſty, as may never 
ceaſe or be ſatisfied, till from 
feeding at thy myſterious Table, 
we be taken up to feaſt for ever 
= and. ever in thy eternal King- 
dom. Hear us, O. Lord, and gra- 
= ciouily anſwer us; even for thine 
= own Promiſe ſake, and for thy 
dear Son our Saviour's ſake ; who 
bas commanded us to pray in 
his Name, and has taught us to 
pray in theſe Words. Our Father 
which art in Heaven, c. 


Sentenies of Scriptures, wherein 
God commands you to be charita- 
ble,. and the Perſons that gather 
the Offerings come to receive yours, 
when you male your Oblation, 

1 ſey thus, | 
BB AS this my poor Mite, O 
Aid God, in thy beloved 
| O71 
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Refreſhments there, as may melt - 


fires and Heavenly longings al- 


When the Prieſt b:gins to read the 


c 
TD 
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Son, and vouchſafe me thy ſpe- 
cial Aſſiſtance at this time in the 


moſt weighty and ſolemn Duty 1 
am undertaking. | 


Then you are to join in the excel= Þ 
lent Prayer for the whole State of 
Chriſt's Church Militant here on | 
Earth, and to keep your Mind from 
wanaring, and your Thoughts more 
fixed upon the Duty, pray read the 


Prayer with a low Voice along with © " 


the Prieſt, as alſo the Exhortation, Þ 
thinking of every Sentence you read. 


When the Prieſt ſays to them that re- 1 
cei ve the holy Communion, Y ou that 
do truly, & c. Say to your ſelf: _ 


Y the Grace of Almighty 

God, I do truly and earneſt- 
ly repent me of all my Sins, and 
am in Love and Charity with 
my Neighbours 3 and by his 
Grace and Mercy, I fully intend '? 
to lead a new Life, 8 


the Commandments of God, and 
walking from henceforth, in his k 


Holy Ways: And deſire to draw 
near with Faith, and to take the 
Holy Sacrament to my Com- 

| fort, 
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fort; and to make my humble 
& Confeſſion to Almighty God, 
meekly kneeling upon my Knees. 


wre General Confeſſiom to be ſaid by 
the People with the Miniſter. 


+ "wil G O D, Father, 


e. 

Then follows the Abſolution to be 
pronounced by the Prieſt alone. 

Afterwards [ay in your Heart: 
OOD Lord, let this Pardon 

pronounced by thy Mini- 

ſter, fail upon my Soul, and Seal 

unto me the Forgiveneſs of all 

my Sins. | 

Then ſhall the Prieſt ſay. 

= H E A R what comfortable 

$ words, &c. | 

After theſe Sentences, which are to 
excite our Devotion, are read, 

Ihen the Prieſt kneeling down at 

the Lord's Table ſays, in the 

{0 Name of all them that ſball re- 

=_ . ceve the Communion. 

WE do not preſume to come 
”» to this thy Table, O Mer- 

- cifu] Lord, c. 

Be ſure to join very devontly with 

him in that excellent Prayer. 


? 5 ö 


+. 


While. 
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While the Prieſt is preparing the \ 
Bread and Wine, that he may! 
with the more Readineſs and De- 
cency conſecrate them, ſay thus: WM 

ORD, pardon all my Sins, 
ſtrengthen me with the Gra- 

ces of thy Holy Spirit, waſh a- 

way mine Offences, and I ſhall 

be whiter than Snow. Let the 
cheerful Beams of or Counte= 
nance ſhine upon me. Send down a 
ſtore of thy Heavenly Conſola- WM 
tions into me, and ſweeten my 
Soul with the Delight of God. 
and give me true Peace of Con- 
ſcience, that my Heart may be 
no longer troubled. As weak 

: and inſufficient as. I am in my 

ſelf, through the Grace of God 

ſtrengthening me, I can do all 

things. I moſt humbly preſent }J 

my Soul and Body as an intire & 

living Sacrifice to thy Majeſty, WM 

O make it an Holy, that it may iſ 

be an Acceptable one. O do 

thou create in me, and in all thy 
ſinful People, new and contrite 

Hearts, that we worthily lamen- 

h ting our Sins, and acknowledg- 

ing our wretchedneſs may, forth». 

with curn from them, and tarough 
FIR thy 
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thy Mercy, obtain Forgiveneſs of 
the ſame. Amen. 

F When the Prieſt begins the Pray- 
er of Conſecration, and you ſee him 
= braking the Bread and pouring out 
= the Wine, then meditate how Chriſt's 
Body was broken, and his Blood ſhedl 
upon the Croſs for us miſerable Sin- 
ners. Let the ſight of this and the 
* Contemplation of your Saviour's Suf- 
= ferings, imbitter you againſt the 
whole Body of Sin, which coſt your 


Wo Saviour not hing leſs than his dear 
= and precious Life. 


While the Prieſt is Receiving the 
2 Communion in both kinds him- 
= ſelf pray thus: 


1 Rant I beſeech thee, Merci- 


J ful Lord, to thy faithful Ser. 
vant, our Miniſter, Pardon and 
Peace, that he may be cleanſed 


uw from all his Sins, and ſerve thee 


with a cheerful Heart and quiet 


Mind through Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


Lord, I pray thee, that thy 
Grace may always prevent and 
| follow him, and make him con- 

tinually to be given to all good 
Works, through Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lo d. Amin. 
74 
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O Almighty and Everlaſting 
God, give unto him, and me, 
and all of us, who deſire to be 
worthy Partakers of theſe Holy 
Myſteries, the Increaſe of Faith, 
Hope and Charity; and that 
we may obtain that which thou 
doſt promiſe ; make us to love 


that which thou doſt command. 


\ JW 
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thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord Amen. | 


Whilſt others are communicating 


pray earnefily with the Prieſt for ; / 


them, in that Prayer which he 
uſeth when he delivereth the 
Bread to them, with this little 

- Alteration. \ 
HE Body of our Lord Jeſus 

1 Chriſt which was given for 
thee, preſerve thy Body and thy 


Soul unto Everlaſting Life. God 


grant that thou may'ſt take and 


eat it worthily, in remembrance - 


that Chriſt died for thee ; and 


feed on him in thy Heart by 


Faith, with Thankſgiving. . 
So when be delivers the Cup. 
Pray: | 


Tr: Blood of our Lord Jeſus | 


Chriſt, which was ſhed for 
thee, preſerve thy Body and Soul 


unto everlaſting Life. God grant 
that 
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that thou mayſt drink, this in 
a faithful Remembrance that 
Chriſt's Blood was ſhed for thee, 
and be thankful. Amen. 

IWhen the Prieſt gives you the 


Bread, pray thus : : 
B* thy Crucified Body, deli- 


ver me from the Body of 
Sin, and the Body of Death. 
Thou haſt ſaid, that he that 
eateth thy Fleſh, and drinketh 


= thy Blood, hath Eternal Life. 
Ze it unto me thy unworthy Ser- 


N Lord, according to thy 
Vord. 
When the Prieſt delivers to you the 
| Cup, pray thu: 
O Let this Blood of thine purge 
my Conſcience from dead 
Works to ſerve the Living God: 
I will take the Cup of Salvation, 
and call upon the Name of the 
Lord. 
Immediately after receiving. 
Hat ſhall I render unto the 
Lord for all the Benefirs 
he hath done unto me; Bleſſed 
and for ever Bleſſed be the Lord's 
Holy Name for this, and all his 
Mercies conferr'd upon me. 
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I bleſs thee, O God, for my WM 
Creation, Preſervation, and all 
the Bleſſings of this Life, but 
above all, for thine ineſtimable 

Love in the Redemption of the 

World by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

for the means of Grace, and for 

the hopes of Glory. And I be- 
ſcech thee, give both me, and all 
this Congregation, that due ſenſe 
of all thy Mercies, that our 
Hearts may be unfeignedly 
thaokful, and that we may ſhew 
forth thy Praiſe, not only with 
our Lips, but in our Lives, by 
| giving up our ſelves to thy Ser- 
vice, and by walking before thee Wl 
in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs Y 
| all our Days, thro' Jeſus Chriſt I 
our Lord, to whom with thee 
„and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Ho- 
nour and Glory, World with» 
out end. Amen. 

Whilſt others are receiving, Me- 
ditate on the wonderful Love of 
God to Mankind, in ſending his 
only begotten Son into the World, to 
ſuffer, and to die for Sinners. Reflef# 
upon your Sins, which cauſed the Son 
of God to endure ſuch unſpeakable 
Torments, Conſider what Engagements 


[ yu 
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= you. have now laid upon your felf, to 
lead a more ſeriout and holy Life than 
you have formerly done. Reſolve to 
keep your Heart and Thoughts with 
all Diligence, and not to ſuffer your 
ſelf to be drawn aſide from the Ser- 
vice of God, eit her by the flattering 
Temptations of. the World, the de- 
Inding Pleaſures of the Fleſh, or 
the cunning Snares and Devices of 
the Devil. h 
To this end eu may pray thus. 
. ORD, pity my Soul, and par- 
don my Sins, ſtrengthen my 
Graces, and aſſure me of thy 
Favour ; Let me always pleaſe 
thee in religious Duties, and ne- 
ver offend thee more by any 
Miſcarrizges. Amen. 

O wake me vigilant and cir- 
cumſpet in my Life, that fo my 
Death may be fafe and bleſſe g, 
and a ſweet and happy Paſſage 
to thy ſelf. Amen. 

When all have received, and th: 
Pri returns. to the Lord's Ta'le. 


= if there be a Pſalm ſung, be ſure 


0 join in it. Praiſe God as well 
4, hon are able, the you ha''e nit 
4 good Voice nor refined Und: ft ind. 


Lhe 1 
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hen the Prieft ſays the Lord? 
Prayer, repeat after him every Pe- 
tition. Note, That this Prayer 
and the Belief, is always to be re- 
peated with an audible, yet humble 
Voice by the People after the Miniſter. 
When the Pri:ft pronounceth the 
Bleſſing, receive it with great Humi- 


(35 ſay foftly to your ſelf: 


Rant, O Lord, that this. 
Bleſſing pronounced by thy. 
lawful Miniſter, may reſt upon. 
- .aod continue with me for ever- 
y more. Amen. | 
y Now in all Tribulation and 
e Anguiſh of Spirit; in all Danger 
-» both of Soul and Body; in Proſ- 
y perity, and Adverſity ; in the 
Hour of Death and in the Day of i 
* Judgment; both now and ever- | 
y more, Holy and moſt merciful Sa» ü 
7 viour Jeſus Chriſt, have Mercy up- 
re on us, fave and deliver us, and al! 
faithful People. Amen, Amen. 
hs Then riſing up, depart in peace, 
le. i with a glad Heart, and @ cheerful 
iro MW Countenance, 5 | 
e At your return home, conſider. what 
w Vows you have made to become 8 
ids new Creature, and earneſtly beſeech 
 4lmighty God to imprint. them in 
1. | Pour J 


„ 
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Jour Memory and to enable you ty 

lead a pure and holy Life. 

ET a Watch, O Lord, before 

my Mouth, and keep the 
Door of my Lips. 

O turn away mine Eyes, leaſt 
they behold Vanity. 4 
O Tet not mine Heart be in- 
clined to any evil thing; I have 
| ſworn, and am ſtedfaſtly pur- 
poſed to keep thy righteous Judg - 
ments. | 

Order my Steps in thy Way, 
and ſo ſhall no Wickedneſs have 
dominion over me. 

When you are come home, retire 

into your Chamber or Cloſet, or 
ſome private Place, and then re- 
collect and call to mind what hath 
been diſcourſed to you from the Pul- 
pit, and endeavour to fix it in your 
Memories againſt the time to come, 
uſe the beſt Methods ty frengthen 
and ſupport your Memory. 

And in order to the better re- 
membering of Sermons, it is advi- 
. | ſable that you accuſtom your ſelves to 

Holy Conference with others about 
what you have heard. | | 

Be often” ſpeaking concerning the 
things of God which you have been 
| ent era 
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to Wl entertained with by the Miniſter, 
that hereby you may- fix them in your 
re Minds and Memories, in your 
ce Hearts and Conſciencet, and conſe- 
quently make them uſeful and bene» 
ft Fial to you in your whole Life. 
To which end it wil be very uſe- 
n- ful and edifying if ſome one Perſon 
ve i 4 Family took Notes of the Ser- 
ir- ont that are N- If in 
g- MW Weſtminſter-Hall and other Courts 
of Judicature it is uſual with thoſe 
y, W that ſtudy the Law, to write down 
ve WW the principal things at a Trial, to 
note what the Council and what the 
ire N 7udges ſay, I ſhould think it as 
or Wlaudable for ſome to be employed in 
re- Wraking Notes of what is ſaid by the 
th Preacher, unleſs you can prove that 
ls Bwhat they ſay is of leſs Importance 
chan what is ſaid by the others. 


nnn 
Prayer for Sunday-Noon, when 


re- 
vi- there is convenient Opportunity 
te to retire. | . 


Adore thee, moſt Glorious and 
Everlaſting God, for all thy 
lercies conferred upon me; for 

every 


| 


—_— 
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afford me; eſpecially for that of 
ſent and eternal Benefit. 


and thine I deſire to be only, and 


| thee long ago, and this Morn. 


- be ſaid when 


every Aſſiſtance in my Duty 
which thou haſt been pleaſed to 


this Morning. O let thy Bleſ. 
ſing turn what I have done to 
thine Honour, and my. own pre- 
And 
now as for me, O Lord, give 
me leave to ſay, that I am thine, 
For thine I deſire to be wholly, 


moſt earneſtly I beg, that I may 
be always thine. I was given to 


ing I have [* In re. 
ceiving the Holy 82. 
crament] ratified and 
renewed what then 
was done . by devo- 
ting my ſelf to thee again. 

And here again I humbly pre- 
ſent my Soul and Body, as an 
entire living Sacrifice to thy 


* This to 


you bave been 
at a Commu- 
nion, 


Majeſty ; O make it an Holy, 


that it may be an acceptable one. 

And then. I . beſeech thee, 0 
deareſt God, be thou mine, be 
thou mine, O be thou mine fot 
ever. and ever. Thou. art the 
Rock in which I truſt; thou ar 
the Refuge to which I fly. 0 
wes _— 
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never leave me nor forſake me. 
My Heart is fixed on thee, my 
Soul gaſpeth after thee. Her 
longing eager Deſires are to- 
wards thee: O let them never 
be unſatisfied, let them never be 
diſappointed. Abſolve me from 
all my Sins. Aſſure me of the 
Pardon of them, at what times, 
or in what Inſtances ſoever com- 
mitted: Whether in vain or tri - 
fling Thoughts, idle and unpro. 
fitable Words, diſſolute and pre- 
ſumptuous Actions. Pity mine 
Infirmities, Pardon mine Imper- 
fections: Grant me thy Love, 
and fill me with thy Graces, 
which may fit me for thy Glory. 
Hear my Prayers, and grant me 
my Requeſts. Bleſs, preſeave and 
govern me the remaining part of 
this Day, direckt and aſſiſt me as 
long as I live ; and when TI die, 
take me, O God, and Father, ro 
thy ſelf, where thou knoweſt 1 
would fain be for ever. And all 
for the fake of my Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; to whom with thy ſelf 
and ever Biefled . Spirit, 'Three 
mo} D vine Adorable. Perſons, 
and one in initely Glorious and 


j G 2 moſt 
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moſt perfect God, be all Love, 
Honour, and Obedience, World 

without end. Amen. he 
A Prayer after Dinner, before the 
beginning of Divine Service in 

- the Afternoon. 

Bleſſed God, I am now go- 
ing again into thy Horſe of 
Prayer, where thine Honour dwell 
eth ; over awe me with a Senſe 
of thy dreadful Preſence, that I 
may pray with Underſtanding, and 
like a Perſon concerned about 
the Bleſſings I ſhall pray for. Fix 
my Thoughts and my Affecti- 
ons on thee ; and teach me to 
make Interceſſions with Groans which 
cannot be uttered. Let thy Word 
be ſweet to me ; and give me a 
tractable Spirit, that may cheer- 
fully and willingly ſubmit to the 
Yoke of the Lord Jeſus. Aſſiſt 
me in all my Duties and Devo- 
tions, let thy good Spirit direct 
and order them to thy Glory, 
Make my Soul a Gainer by theſe 
Spiritual Exerciſes, and let all the 
Congregation feel the Power of 
thy Influences, that with one 
Heart and one Voice, we may glo- 
rife God in the Day of Viſitation, 
through 


SSF 2822 
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through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord- 
Amen. Our Father, & c. FF 
A Prayer to be ſaid after the E ven- 
ing Service, as ſoon 8s there is 
Opportunity to retire alone. 


Erernal and everliving Lord , } 


God, to whom all Honour, 
and Praiſe is due, ſanctify a» 
Heart and Lips, that my Mout 
may render thee the Sacrifice of 
Thankſgiving. And bleſſed, O 
Lord, for ever bleſſed be thy 
Name for thy Goodneſs in Cre- 
ating, thy Mercy in Redeeming, 
thy Fatherly Providence in pre- 
ſerving me, and ſaving me from 
many great Sins and Dangers, 
whereinto I might have run or 
fallen, to the ſudden and utter 
Ruin and Deſtruction of both 
Sou] and Body, for ſparing me 
ſo long, and giving me ſo large a 
time of Repentance, notwith- 
ſtanding my many and repeated 
Provocations againſt thy Divine 
Majeſty, - whereas thou mighteſt 
many times have (wept me away 
from the Face of the Earth in the 
midſt of them. 
And as for all thy other Mer- 
cies, ſo for the Mercics of this 
1 Day, 
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Day, and eſpecially for the Be- 


nefit of thy Word and Ordinan- | 
ces, the means of Grace, and the | 


Opportunities of ſerving : thee F 


this Day, or at any other time 
afforded me. Pardon, O Lord, 
my many Failings and Imperfe- 
ions in the performance of the 
Duties of this Day. Impute not 


unto me my many ſinful Miſcar- | 


riages therein, my way. me 
neſs before, my Coldneſs in pray- 
ing, my want of Attention in 


hearing, my Heavineſs and Dead- | 


neſs, my Drowſineſs and Dulneſs 
in all my Devotions. Take away 
all theIniquities of my holy things, 
and receive me graciouſly... 

Make me mindful - of thoſe 
private Exerciſes, whether Read- 
ing, Repeating, Conferring, Me- 


ditating or Praying, whereby 
the publick may be more profi- 


table to me and powerful in me. 

Let me not forget thoſe La- 
bours of Love and Charitable 
Works for my Brethrens: Good, 
eſpecially thoſe which may fur- 
ther and promote the Salvation 
of their Souls. Bleſs, aſſiſt, and 
preſerve me the remaining part 
14 = ot 


ö Words and Works may be fo or- 


ſes; Cc. 
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of this Day, that all my Thoughts 


dered in thy Fear, as that the 
Tendency and Bent of my Life 
and Converſation may be to the 
Glory of thy Bleſſed Name, the 
Gocd and Comfort of my own 
Soul, and the Happineſs and Sal- 
vation of others in Jeſus Chriſt, 
to whom with thee and thy holy 
Spirit be all Honour, Power and 
Glory now and for ever. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. | 

If you are a Parent and Governour 
of a Family, call your Family toge- 
ther and examine what they have 
learned in the Sermon. Commend 
them that do well, yet diſcourage 
not thoſe whoſe Memories or Capa- 
cities are weaker : But rather help 
them, for their Wills and Minds 
may be as good. Turn to the Progfs 
which the Preacher alledged; and 
rub thoſe good things over their 
Memories again. Then examine 


them in ſome part of the Church- 


Catechiſm, and let them read 4 
Chapter out of The Whole Duty 
of Man, or a Chapter out of my 
Collection of Practical Diſcour- 


G4 After= 
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Afterpards fre a Pſalm, and 
. ſay the following Prayer: 
O Holy Lord God Almighty, 
before whom all Knees do 
bend, and to whom all Creatures 
in Heaven and Earth do bow and 


obey; behold here poor impotent 


* puny Creatures, humbly pro- 

rate before thy Throne ; Ado- 
ring thy Greatneſs, and admiring 
thy Goodneſs ; and deſiring no- 
thing more than faithfully to 
ſerve thee all the Days of our 
Lives: For thou only art Holy: 
Thou only art the Lord. And 
ny be to thee, O Lord moſt 

igh. | 

Praiſed be thy Name, O Lord, 
from the riſing up of the Sun, to 
the going down of the ſame. 

hou art our God, and we will 
thank thee : Thou art our God, 
and we will praiſe thee. Bleſſed 
be thy Name that thou haſt 
made us rational Creatures; ca- 
pable ro know thee, and capa- 
ble to enjoy thee. 

But ever bleſſed be thy Name 
'thar we are Chriſtians; thar we 
were dedieated to thee in Bap- 
tiſm, and have ſince been made 

Partakers 
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Helps, which might aid and 
aſſiſt us to perform that vow we 
then made to thee. 

And ſince our Hearts are too 
apt to be overcharged with the 
Cares of this Life; praiſed be 
thy Name that thou haſt com- 
manded us ro ſet apart one Day 
in ſeven ; to lay aſide all World. 
ly Thoughts and Buſinefs; to 
conſider Erernity, and to take 
care of our Souls, We thank 
thee for the happy Opportunity 
thou haſt given us this Day of 
aſſembling our ' ſelves in thy 
Houſe. Give a gracious Anſwer 
to thoſe Petitions: which have 


been put up in behalf of = Peo- 
n 


ple. And grant that thoſe Inſtru- 
ctions which have been given us, 
may have a good effect upon us! 
That they may Influence our 
Lives that we may ſome way or 
other be the better for them. 
That ſo, being not only Hear- 


ers but Doers of thy i ord, we may 
be Bleſſed in our Deed. | 


And we deſire, thou knoweſt, 
the good of all Mankind as well 
as of our ſelves. Particularly we: 


G 5 implore 


Y 


Partakers of all thoſe Spiritual © 
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© implore- thy Mercies towards 


theſe Kingdoms wherein we live. 
Lord, fave and defend the KING, 
and eſtabliſh his Throne in Righ- 
teouſneſs: That we may ſee 
many happy Days under his Go- 
vernment. Bleſs all Orders of 
Men amongſt us both in Church 
and State. That every one of 
them may uprightly and zealouſ- 
Iy do their Duty; to the Mainte- 
nance of thy true Religion, and 
the Peace and Welfare of theſe 
} Nations. Bleſs all our Friends and 
| kind Relations. Thoſe that have 


done us any good, Lord, reward 


vo ſhall lie down in the Duſt ; 


them; thoſe that have done or 
wiſht us any evil, Father, forgive 
tbem : Let thy Blefſings reſt up- 
on this Family and Neighbour- 
hood, and all that belong unto 
us, the remaing part of this 
Day, and the Night and Week 
following. Preſerve us from 
Fire and Robbery, and from all 
other ſad and evil Accidents, 
Grant us moderate and refreſh. 
ing Sleep, fuch as may fit us for 
thy Service. And, Lord, make us 
ever mindful of that time when 


and 


Day nor the Hour of our Maſter's 
, coming, grant us Grace that we 
- may never-live in ſuch a State, as 
: we ſhall fear to die in; but that 
. whether we live we may live un- 


f | tothe Lord, or whether we die we 
1 may die unto the Lord, ſo that li- 

f VͤAt:ving and dying we may be thine, 

- [8 through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Our Father which art; &c. 


d After theſe Duties are done, 
: = you may take a walk into the 
e 


bour be ſick or in heavineſs go to 


d viſit him. If any be at variance 
r C—Vꝙ¹dño your diligence to reconcile 
e him, and heal the difference. I 
Je | Works of Piety, Works of Cha- 
1 


2 be done on the Lord's Day. 

is eee 

ek When the time of reſt approacheth, -. 

m having retired and obſerved the 
all foregoing Directions, ſhut up the 
ts. whole Day with this ſhort Prayer 
h- at Bedtime. 

or A Private Prayer for Sunday Nighr. 
us MI er. Holy and Righteous 
en Lord our God, I humbly 
t; and heartily thank thee for thy 

nd f | 


* * = | 
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and becauſe we know neither the 


Fields or Gardens, or if any Neigh- | 


rity, and Works of Neceſſity may 


* Cares 8 


: 
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Care over me the Day paſt, and 
For thine Aſſiſtance of me in all 


my Religious Performances : I 
intreat thee, O Lord, for thy 
favourable Acceptance of them, 
together with the Pardon of my 
manifeld Imperfections. 

Defend me this Night by th 
Mighty Providence. As thou ha 
been about my Paths, ſo now be 
about my Bed. And thou who gi- 
veſt reſt and ſleep. refreſh me with 
ſuch competent Meaſures thereof, 
as may fit me for my Buſineſs and 
Calling the Day following. 

I befeech thee for thy Mercies 
npon al! Mankind : eſpecially, 
0 Lord, upon thy Catholick 
Church Particularly on that part 
of it planted in this Nation. De- 
liver it ſtill'/as thou haſt wonder- 
fully done ; and Iet none that 
dear evil will to our Sion, have 
cauſe to rejoyce or triumph over 
it, O Lord our defence. 

Make our KING, and our 
Princes, and all the Royal Fami- 
ly; our Nobility and our Clergy ; 
our Judges and our Magiſtrates ; 
our Gentry and all the Inhabi- 
tants of the Land, ſuch as thou 
wouldeſt 


| 
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d wouldeſt have them; faithful in 
I their Places, Zealous in their 
1 Duties, and approved of thy 
y Majeſty. Comfort all them that 


1, in this Earthly State, are in 
y MF any Tribulation, [ * eſpecially ] 

Sanctiſie their Mi- Here remem- 
| ſeries, O Lord, ber all ſuch as 
j while they laſt, and re your Pray- 


e jet their Patience 

1— in them be crowned with a ſea- 
h ſonable and ſafe Deliverance out 
f, of them. 

d Let thy Bleſſing reſt upon all 


my * Relations and 
es Friends, Neigh- 


* Here name 
theſe that are 


y. bours and Acquain- deareſi to you. 
K tance; and if any 
rt are or would be my Enemies, 
e- Lord, forgive them, and turn 
r- their Hearts. 
af Let us ſleep this Night in 
e the Arms of chy Providence, and 
er riſe the next Morning in the 
Strength of thy Power to ſerve 
ur thee in our reſpective Callings ; 
li- and all for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, in 
; whoſe words IL eſeech thee to 
$5 hear me. | 
- Our Father which art in Hea- 
Ven, &c. 
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you 
DIRECTIONS for the | ;, 
Sick, n e pul 
7 Henever eu begin to be ſick, ſti 
rememberthat this is God's Meſ- ten 

enger to warn you to Repent ance and by 
due Conſideration of, and Preparation exe 
f or your latter end. Examine your paſt you 


Life, and ſincerely ſearch; and try ſo 
your. ways and. turn unto the Lord. 7 
Seer jour Houſe in order, making 1 
Vor loft Will and Tſtament (it i: Bo 
be not already made.) Diſpoſe of all By 
your Eſtate ana worldly concerns, fol 
and devote the reſidue of your Life 
wholly to Acts of Repentance, Con- Pr 
trition, Reſignation « of your ſelf, to 
God, and devout and ſerious Medi- / 
tations an things above. | 
Neglect not to ſend for your own Pa- Cc 


riſb-Miniſter, who is entruſted with L 
the Charge and Care of your Soul, 0 
21 conſult with him about its E- ſe 
fte. Confeſs all thoſe Sins to him m 
W that are extraordinary, and burt hen on 
your Conſcience, that: ſo he may +: th 

able not only to ſpeak to you, and.to ti 

pray over you in a general way, but E 


Ein. ſuch apt and proper terms 4. 
. m 
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may come up, and be ſuitable to 
your reſpeFive Needs and Exigen- 
cies. 1 ſay no more under this Head; 
but refer you to 4 Book I have lately 
publiſhed, viz. The Devout Chri- 
ſtian's Preparative to Death, wriz- 
ten by ERASMUS, and Engliſhed 


by me, wherein you may meet with 


excelent Direction how to behave 
your ſelf in time of Sickneſs ; and als 
ſo pious and ſuitable Prayers to com- 
mend your ſelf to Almighty God. 

For want of that or other. Good 


Book, you may uſe that Excellent © 
Book of David's Pſalms, and the * i 
following Prayers, —— 


Prayers to be ve, | by 4 Sick Perſon, 


A Lmighty everlaſting - God, 
Maker of Mankind, who doſt 
corre& thoſe whom thou doſt 
Love; and chaſtiſe every one 
whom thou doſt receive; I be- 


ſeech thee to have Mercy upon ⁵ 


me thy unworthy Servant, viſited 
with thine hand; and to grant 
that I may take my Sickneſs pa- 
tiently, and recover my Bodily 
Health, if it be thy gracious 


Will.. and whenſoever my Soul 


hall 
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ſhall depart from the Body, it 
may be pure and without ſpot 


preſented unto thee, through 
Jeſus Chriſt * Amen. 
U 


Hear my Complaint, O Lord, 
and grant me ſtrength to pour 
out my Prayer before thee; O 
God, I have finned, I have ſin- 
ned and done wickedly ; I have 
all my Life run from ene degree 
of Wickedneſs to another; I have 
wearied my ſelf, and might even 


my crooked Wandrings in the 
Ways of Sin. | 

Let not the Sins of my Youth, 
nor the Iniquity of that time, or 
any other lie upon me. O God, 
as thou art laying thy Hand of 
Affliction or Chaſtiſement upon 
me; ſo I entreat thee to arm me 
with Patience, to bear this viſi- 
tation with humble Submiſſion 
torhee, If ir be thy will to take 
me out of this painful, trouble- 
ſome and vexatious Life, pre- 
pare me ſo, O Good God, and 
fic me that I may be received in- 
to thy Kingdom. Arm and 
ſtiengthen mc to bear the bur- 


have wearied thee my God by 


den 
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den hereof patiently, to under- 
go this my Affliction willingly ; 
to withſtand Temptations man- 
fully; and to receive thy Cor- 
rection thankfully. But alas! 
unleſs thou help, what Am I, O 
God? a Worm, a poor dejected 
Wretch, I have no Comfort bur 
from chee, and of thee, beſeech- 
ing thee either to reſtore me to 
health. and withal to amend- 
ment of Life; or elſe to receive 
me into thy Kingdom of Glory. 
Lord ceaſe my Pain, eaſe my 
Grief, ſtrengthen my Weakneſs, 
and comfort my Sadneſs. Lord, 
I entreat thee to grant that nei- 
ther the Devil, nor the World 
may any way prevail to tempt # 

me; but grant me Strength to 
overcome them all. Send thy 
good Angels to keep and con- 
duct me, both in Sickneſs and 
in Health; and grant that I may 
not fear Death, but that I may 
be duly firted and prepared for 
it, Yet if it may be thy graci- 
ous Will, let me recover a little 
before 1 go hence and be no more 
ſeen» Our Father, &c. 


* 
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N. If the _—_ continues. 
O Merciful and Righteous 


Lord, the God of Health 
and of Sickneſs, of Life and of 


; 4 Death, I muſt unfeignedly ac- 


knowledge, that my great abuſe 


of thoſe many Days of Health 


and Strength which thou haſt af- 
forded me, hath ' moſt juſtly de- 


ſerved thy preſent viſitation. I 


deſire, O Lord, humbly to ac- 
© cept of this Puniſhment of mine 


I Iniquity, and to bear the Indig- 


nation of the Lord, becauſe I 


— 11 1 have ſinned againſt him. And 
0 thou merciful Father, who 


defigneſt not the ruine but the 


== amendment of thoſe, whom thou 
= ſcourgeſt ; I beſeech thee by thy 
Grace ſo to ſanctifie this Corre- 
_ Con of thine to me, that this 


Sickneſs of my Body may be a 


means of Health to my Soul. 


Lay no more upon me than 


chou ſhalt enable me to bear, and 


let thy Correction in this Life 
prevent the inſupportable ſtripes 
of thy Vengeance in the Life to 
come. If thou ſmite me now, let 
it be ſo that thou mayſt ſpare 
me to all Eternity, Par- 
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Pardon my Sins, I humbly be- 

ſeech thee, and give me Grace ſo 
to ſpend this Tranſitory Life in 
Virtuous and Holy Exerciſes, 
that when the Day of my Death 
ſhall come, in the midſt of all 
my Pains, I may feel the ſweet 


refreſhings of thy holy Spirit, I! 


comforting my Soul, ſuſtaining 
my Iafirmities, and relieving all 
my Spiritual Neceſſities. And 
grant when thy will is, that 
in the unity of the Holy Catho- 
lick Church, and in the Integri- 
ty of Chriſtian Faith, with a 
well grounded Conſcience, 'and 
hope of thy Mercy, in great 
Love towards thee, in Peace with 
my Neighbours, and in Charity 
with all the World, I may throo- 
thy Grace depart hence ut of 
the vale of Miſery, and go unto 
that glorious Country where thou 
haſt purchaſed an Inheritance for 
as with the price of thy moſt 
precious Blood, and Reigneſt in 
it gloriouſſy. . 


In the mean time, Good Lord, 
make me diligent to ſearch my 
Heart, and enable me to diſco- 
ifs ver 


_ pentance to which thou haſt pro- 


2 " 
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ver every accurſed thing, how 
cloſely ſoever concealed there, 
that by the Removal of it. I may 7 


have hopes of thy removing this m 
Puniſhment from me. Heal my 7 
Soul, O Lord, which hath ſinned 0 
againſt thee, and then (ſuffer me, H 


O Lord, but to ſpeak this once) ſo 
if it be thy bleſſed will, heal my G 
Body alſo ; Reſtore the voice of H 


Joy and Health unto my dwel- a 
ling, that I may live to praiſe hi 
thee, and to bring forth Fruits ſec 
worthy of Repentance. th 

But if in thy Wiſdom, which m 
is infinitely beſt, thou haſt other- in 


wiſe diſpoſed, if thou haſt deter- 4 
mined that this Sickneſs hall be 
unto Death; I beſeech thee to 
fit and prepare me for it; give 
me that ſincere and earneſt Re. 


miſed Mercy and Pardon ; wean 
my Heart from the Love of the 
World, and all its fading vani- 
ties, and make me to gaſp and 
pant after thoſe more excellenc 
and durable Joys which are zt 
thy Right Hand for ever. Lord, 
Tifr thou up the Light of thy 
Countenance upon me, and — 
| a 


Jo. 
n 
S 
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all the Pains of my Body, and 
the Agonies of my Soul, let thy 


Comforts refreſh me, and enable i 


me patiently to wait till my 

Change ſhall come. And grant, 

O Lord, that when my Earth] 

Houſe of this Tabernacle is diſ- 

ſolved, I may have 2 Building of 

God, an Houſe not made with 

Hands, Frernal in the Heavens ; 

and that for his ſake, who by 

his precious Blood hath purcha- 
ſed it for me, even Jeſus Chriſt 

thy Son, who hath inſtrufted 
me thus to call upon thee ſay- 

ing, Our Father, &c. 

A Prayer to be ſaid by ſuch Per- 
ſons as are with the Sick, or go 
to viſit them. 

r God, foraſmuch as 

thine holy Apoſtie hath 
taught us, that the Prayer of Faith 
ſpall ſave the ſick, and that thou 
wilt raiſe him up, and if he have 
committed Sins they ſhall be forgi- 
ven him. We come unto thee in 
the behalf of our Diſeaſed and 

Diſtreſſed Friend (Brother or Siſter) 

vifired under thine Hand. Speak 

comfortably, O Lord, unto hiz, 

(or ber) Soul. Seal to his Con- 


ſcience A 
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ſcience- the free and full Pardon 
and Forgiveneſs of all hi, Sins; 


| have Mercy upon him, and accor- 


ding to the Multitude of thy Mer- 


cies do away all his Offences ; blot \ 
ll his Sins out of thy Remembrance. 


Grant him thy Grace to bear 
willingly this Croſs, the Croſs 
of Sickneſs ; to drink cheerfully 
of the Cup, the Cup of Afflicti. 
on; to endure , patiently. this 


Yoke, the Yoke of, Tribulation ; 


and. to ſuffer. meekly this .Rod, 


—_ Rod. of Correfiion. As. be 


hath received good. things of 
thee, make him content to re- 
ceive Evil alſo, if thy will be ſo. 
As heretofore he (or ſhe) rejoyced 
in his health, ſo teach him new 
hopes of Joy ro comfort him in 
Sis Sickneſs ;_ and. as through thy 
Mercy he. was not aſhamed to 
live, ſo by thy Grace let him 
not be afraid to die; becauſe we 
hope his Life is hid with Chriſt in 
Heaven. 


Pour the oil of Gladneſs into 


his bruiſed Spirits, and in the 
midft of bis Conflicts , ſupport 
bim with thy Comforts, whereby 
- be, may be able to endure thoſe 


I xous. 


—_— - 
Pry, % 
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Troubles; which otherwiſe "Ml 
might be intollerable to him. 
Strengthen hi- Memory, whereby 
to call upon thy glorious Name, 
Settle his Spirits that they may 
not wander and fly out into any 
indecent motions. Lay thy fin- 
ger upon his Lips, that they may 
not let fly into Curſing or Blaſ- 
pheming thy Holy Name, nor 
into my vain and idle Language. 
Take from his Eyes all delight- 4 
ing in this frail- World; and if 
thou intendeſt to take him hence, 
let his Soul make ready only for 
a Voyage to Heaven. | ö 
Give him aſſiſtance of thy Spi- 
rit to the laſt Gaſp, and give us 
an hopeful aſſurance to be heard 
of thee for. him and all others 
upon the like occaſion. ä 
We do earneſtly wiſh;. and. 
Heartily deſite his Recovery. 
But yet alas! We know not, 0 ü 
Lord, whether we ask aright or. 
not; not our will, but thine be done 
iu Earth as in Heaven. ' | 
Only. make us all.we humbly. 
pray thee wiſe unto. Salvation; 
each us fo to number our Days that. 
4 may apply eur Hearts unto Wiſs | 


We ticude o 
look upon us and conſider our ma- 


144 Meditations and Prayers. 


- — Fa * = = 
- * * = - 4 * — ay * — 1 > 3 
- * — 2 wy \ 
19 93 2 — 
Y _—_— whit 1 — — — 
— — 2 hee * 
7 - =_ * — 4 a F 
— — — Sos Ge a” n 8 1 — 
—— One 8 J 2. — 
2 —7 — — — 
- — * ——— ů ů — — — — 
" * : 


dem, We know our Lives are 
but as a ſhadow, our Days as 


Vanity, and our Years nothing 


in "compariſon with thee, and 
wh it is appointed for us all once to 
ie. 

And now we are in this Houſe 
of Mourning, and have before 
our Eyes a SpeQacle of Weak- 
neſs and Mortality; let us all be 
admoniſh'd of our latter end, and 
bethink what afterwards ſhall 
become of us. O how happy are 


= thy Saints, O God, which 
| baving paſſed over the Sea of 


this Mortality, have attained 
unto that Haven of perpetual 
Quietneſs, Security, and perfect 
Peace, where they are at reſt, 
and 4 3; gr In the Mul- 

thy Love and Mercy 


nifold Miſeries and Infirmities. 
Teach us the true way to find 
thee, and to come unto thee ; 
our Happineſs and Inheritance is 
in Heaven, why ſhould we fear 
to go thither and have it? Why 
ſhould we not vehemently long 
to be there where all good Men 
are gone before us ? * 
0 
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We ſee daily Examples of our 
own Frailty ; O do thou who art 
the great Phyſician of Soul and 
Body, ſtretch forth, we beſeech 
 Þ thee,thine Arm of Mercy towards 

this thy Servant, that both in 
Life and Death he may be relieved 
| by thee, and evermore depend up- 
on thee. 


3 


Hear us, O Lord, and in Mer- 

cy anſwer us, for thy dear Son's 

ſake, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, 

in whoſe Name and Words we 

further call upon thee, ſaying, 
Our Father, &C. 


4 IISSIIILIIEIISSS 
A Prayer before the taking of Phyſick. 
() Lord God, the only great 
and mighty Phyſician both 
of Soul and Body; who haſt cre» 
ated the Phyſician, and given un- 
to Phyſick whatſoever Virtue and 
Goodneſs it has to work for either 
Preſervation of the Life, or reſtor- 
ing the Health of Man; who heal 
edſt Hezekiab's Sore with a Plaiſter, 
the Eyes of one born blind with 
Ointment of Clay and Spittle, 
Naaman the Syrian's Leproſy with 
waſhing, who willedſt thy Chil- 
H dren 


ere 


Err 


Ciuſtody. Grant this, O. merciful 
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dren to uſe the means for the 


curing of Sickneſs and r covering 
of Health. Let me not injure my 
Soul, or diſhonour thy Almighty 
Power by doubting of a Suffi. 
ciency. and Goodneſs to reſtore by 
means, as I know thou canſt without, 
and againſt, and above means. Let 
me not tempt thee by negledting 
thoſe means, which in thy Provi- 
dence thou affordeſt, nor deſpair 
of thy Goodneſs and Power if thou 
Mouldſt deny it. Let me ſeek for 
no unlawful Helps, but let me 
place my full Truſt and Confi- 
dence in thy Goodneſs and Mercy, 
beſeeching thee to ſanctifie that 
Phyſick I am to receive; and to 
direct unto and bleſs this and all 
.. -other wholſom Remedies which 

may effect my Recovery. Enlarge 
my Faith, increaſe my Patience, 
further my Repentance, and let 
thy Grace and Mercy never be 
wanting ta me; but in the midſt 
of all my pangs and extremity, 


Ri 5 o aſſiſt me with thine Holy Spi- 


rit, that I may freely reſign up 
both, my Soul and Bady into thy 
moſt gracious Protection and 


Father, 


©. x, 


= 


Our Father, &c. ; 
Eſaculationt for Sick Perſons. 


Be merciful unto my Sins, 0 
Lord; O bring me out of my 


diſtreſs. 


Look upon my Adverſity and 
Miſery ,and forgive me all my Sins. 


Keep the Soul of thy Servant, 
and I mall live. 


Lord, lift up the Light of thy | 
Countenance upon me, and make . 


me to rejoyce in thy Salvation. 


Forſike me nor, O Lord my 


God, be not thou far from me. 


Withdraw. not thou thy Mer- 
cy from me, O Lord, let thy Lo- 
ving kindneſs and thy Truth - 


always preſerve me. 


Comfort the Soul of thy Ser- 
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- Father, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake. 


vant, for unto thee,. O Lord, do 


F lift up my Soul. 


Not my will but thy will be 


done. 


Let me wait for thy Salvation, 
O Lord, all the Days of mine ap- 
pointed time, till my change ſhall . 


come. 
Set a watch before the door 


of my Lips, that I offend not 


with my i 


K* | * 
. - + 
1 * * AG 


/ 148 Meditations and Prayers 
! Help, Lord, when my Spirit 
" waxeth faint, and let not my we 
Heart be deſolate within me. the 
Deal with me, O Lord, accor. La 
ding to thy Name, for ſweet is | 
thy Mercy. F 
Deal gently, O Lord, with thy 
Servant, and lay no more upon 
me than I am able to bear. 
Forget not, O Lord, my Soul in 
 Adverſity, and let me never forget 
| to truſt in thy Mercies, and to 
= praiſe thy Name, for it is lovely. 
Make me to hear the voice of Joy 
and Gladneſs, that the Bones which 
thou haſt broken may rejoyce. 

O Remember not the Sins and 
Offences of my Youth, but ac- 

cording to thy Mercy think thou 
upon me, O Lord, for thy Good- 
nels. * 

If thou, Lord, ſhould'ſt be ex- 
treme to mark what I have ſpoke, 
or thought, or done amiſs, O 
Lord, who may abide it ? 

But thou, O Lord God, art 
Full of Compaſſion and Mercy, 
Long ſuffering ; plenteous in 
Goodneſs and Truth. 


| Turn thee, O Lord, and deli- 
ver my Soul, O ſave me for thy 
Mercies ſake. f i 


A 


N 
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- T ſhould utterly have fainted, 


but that I believed verily to ſee 
5 the Goodneſs of the Lord in the 
Land of the Living. 


90 Thou art my Helper and Re- 
y deemer, O Lord; make no long 
n tarrying. 

When a fick Perſon is at the point 
n of Departure, let his Friends and 
4 Relations, or the By. ſtauders, by no 
o mean, neglect to ſend for his Mini- 


ter to commend the departing Soul 
y to God in that moſt excellent Pray- 
b er preſcribed by the Church ta that 
purpoſe, | 

1 Eut if no Miniſter can be had, let iſ 
= theR:laticns, &C. wſe this Prayer, 
: Father of Mercy and Lover 
: of Souls, to whom alone be- 
long the Iſſues of Life and Death, 

who deſireſt not the Death of a Sin- 

ner, but rather that he may turn and 
live for ever with thee; extend 
' thine abundant Goodneſs unto the 
Sou! of thy Servant here before 

FF thee. Since the time is come that 
| his (or her) Body muſt die, Lord 
Jeſus receive his Soul; ſpeak 
Peace and Comfort to him, perfect 

the Work we hope thou baft be- 

gun, of a ſafe and lively Faith, a 
1 well⸗ 


4 


i — - - 
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= well-grounded Hope, a ſerious 
nnd ſound Repentance, true Cha- 
rity, deep Humility, Meekneſs 
and all the Graces of thy Spirit, 
1 that thou knoweſt needful to pre- 
pare him for thy ſelf. Arm him 
| againſt all the aſſaults of his ghoſt- 
ly Enemies. Let the Merits of thy 
| ſs Son ſpeak for him, and ſupply 
whatſoever is wanting to him. Let 
the never failing Conſolations of 
thy good Spirit be ever with him. 
Set a Guard of Angels about him to 
ſecure him, and to convey him in his 
= Paſlage hence to the manſions of 
Eternal Reſt and Glory, through 
Jjeſus Chriſt I: Amen. 
O Father, receive again that Soul 
which thou haſt created. O Son, 


= redeemed. O Bleſſed Spirit, re. 
= ccive that Soul which thou haſt 
= ſfanCtified, and moſt mercifully 
ww preſerved. Three Perſons and One 
very God, we beſeech thee re- 
member not his (or her) offences, 
either of preſumption or infirmi- 
ty; but we beg of thee, Lord 
wy God and Father, to ſhew him 
Mercy; Lord God thou Son of the 
=. _ | Father 


receive that Soul which thou haſt 


Father have Mercy on him, Bord 
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God the Holy Ghoſt receive ir 
Soul to an Eternity of Mercy. 

For larger helps conſult the Book 
. afore-mentioned. © 
Zjaculations to be uſed by the Dying, 

or to be read to them as their Souls 

are Departing. 

Lord, of whom may I ſeek 

() for Succour but of thee, who 
for my Sins art juſtly diſpleas'd ? 
Yer, O Lord God moſt Holy, O 
Lord moſt Mighty, O Holy and 
moſt merciful Saviour, deliver 
me not into the bitter pains of il 
Eternal Death. . i 

Thou knoweſt, Lord, the Se- 
crets of my Heart, ſhure not up 


thy merciful Ears to my Prayers, 4 | 


but hear me, O Lord moſt holy, 

O God moſt Mighty, O Holy 
and Merciful Saviour, thou moſt Þ 
Worthy Judge Eternal, ſuffer me 
not at my laſt Hour for any 


Pains of Death to fall from thee. '' 


Lord, the Prince of this World 
cometh ; O let him have nothing 
in me. Lord, the Snares of Death 


compaſs me round about, O ler 


not the Pains of Hell take hold | 
H 4 upon 


* — —— 
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upon me; but tho' I find Trou- 
ble and Heavineſs, yet, O Lord, 
I beſeech thee, deliver my Soul. 

O Bleſſed High Prieſt, who art 
able to ſave them to the utter- 
moſt, who come unto God by 
* thee, ſave me, I beſeech thee, who 
= have no hope but on thy Merits 
| and Interceſſion. 

My Fleſh and my Heart fail. 
ce th, but God is the Strength of my 
Heart and my Portion for ever. 

1 I deſire to be diſſolved, and to 
de with Chriſt, which is far bet- 
ter. Lord, I groan earneſtly de- 
firing to be cloathed upon with | 
that Houſe from Heaven. 

ws Bring mySoul out of Priſon, that 

W 1 may praiſe thy Name, O Lord. 
ws Say unto my Soul, to Day ſhalt 
thou be with me in Paradiſe. 

Dear Jeſus, who humbled'ſt thy 
Es ſelf to the Death of the Croſs for | 
me, let that Death of thine ſweeten 
WE the bitterneſs of mine. . 
DO bleſſed Jeſus, who haſt lov- 
ed me, and waſhed me from my 
Lias in thine own Blood, receive 
{ 15 my Soul. WY 
Into thy Hands I commend my | 
1 i Spirit, for thou haſt redeemed me, 
1 0 
= 
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O Lord thou God of Truth, come 
Lord Jeſus, come quickly. | 

When you depart from a Sick Friend 
t or Neighbour, you may take your 
. leave in theſe or the like Words. 
Fi OOD Brother ( or Siſter) in 
) 
) 


P —— 


thy trouble and neceſſity - 
call unto the Lord, and cry unto 
thy God, and he will aſſuredly 
hear thy Voice, and thy Crying 

ſhall enter into his Ears. And 
the God which calleth you unto FJ 
his Eternal Glory by the Mercies 
and Merits of Chriſt Jeſus will 
his own ſelf, after you have ſuffer- 
ed a little momentary Affliction, { 
make you perfect, ſettle ſtreng- 
then, ſtabliſh, ſave and receive 
you. To him let both you and I, j 
and all that are here preſent, give 
Glory Honour and Dominion, 
now and for evermore. Amen. 
SE SISIIEIIITS SEIIISS | ; | 
A Thankſgiving fer Recovery. al 
Gracious Lord, the God of j 
che Spirits of all Fleſh, in 
whoſe Hands my time is, I'praiſe 
and magnifie thee that thou haſt 
(I hope) in love to my Soul. de- 
livered it from the Pit of Cor- 


ruption, and reſtored me to ſuch ©? 
 _— 


; A 
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Mrs: A Thankſgiving 


and correted me, but thou haſt 
not given me over unto Death. 
O ler this Life which thou haſt 
L-graciouſly ſpared, be wholly de- 
SS vorcd to thee and thy Service. 
ES Bechold, O Lord, I am by thy 
Sg Mercy made whole, O make me 
ii careful to Sin no more, left a 
SE worſe thing come unte me. 

Lord, let not this Reprieve 
e haſt now given me, make 
ſecure, as thinking that my 
' Tera delayeth his Coming ; but 
. | grant me, I beſeech thee, to make 
right uſe of this thy Forbear- 
eee, and ſo to-employ the re- 
p gaining part of the time thou 


* 


alt henceforth allow me, that 
f ben thou ſhalt come again to 
Wa judge both the quick and the dead, 
ni have Confidence and not be 
emed before thee at thy com- 
ing. Lord, I have found by this 
proach towards Death, how 
SEDreadful a thing it is to be taken 
1 prepared, O let it be a perpe- 
admonition to me to watch 
i Ph thy Second coming. And 


_ 


- 


Devout Prayers. 155 
And when the Pleaſures of Sin 
ſhall. preſent themſelves to entice: 
me, O make me to remember how 
bitter they will be at the laſt. O 
Lord, hear me, and as thou haſt 
in thy infinite Mercy afforded me . 
time; ſo grant me alſo Grace to 
work out my own Salvation, to 
provide Oyl in my Lamp, that 
when the Bridegroom cometh I 
may go in with him to the Mar- 
riage Supper. Grant this, I be- 
ſeech thee, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake... 
Our Father, &c. - 2M 
r TO TOTETS TOTO DOTS OLE TOTS 1 
A Prayer before a Fourney, or in it. 
() God the Creator and Prelſer= 
ver of all Mankind, thou tha& ? 
ſeeſt all our ways, be pleaſed in 
Mercy to watch over me and 
mine. Keep me in all my ways, in 
all my Stations, whether at home 
or abroad, whether in travel or in 
reſt. Let thy Good Angel be ]] 
Guardian to keep us, and ug 
Guide to direct us. Preſerve me 
O Lord, from whatſoever Evil 
is, or may ariſe within me, or that 
may from any Cauſe befal me. 
Let no Temptations prevail to 
ſeduce me, nor Sin to overthrow? 
. = m 5 N 


<< 
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156 Devout Prayers 
me. Deliver me from Danger by 
bad Company, from all Perils by 
Fire, by Water, by Thieves and 
> Robbers, by Falls or any other 
+> caſual Hurts or unexpected Acci- 
Ss - dents. Let thy Bleſſing be upon 
me in every Place, and in all my 
Concernments, that both. in Soul 
nnd Body, and all my Affairs, both 
Ind mine may be protected, my 
W 2 Buſineſs proſpered, and in every | 
Feood work by thy ProvideFe, 
perfectet. | } 
b Remove my Miſdeeds from 
before thee, and take away all my 
ine, that my Ghoſtly E pre- 


tempeſtuous World at I may 
© have a fe ferrioggour, a ſafe 
Journey, and ſafe Return to the 
Ecomfortable Sight of home, and 
he Enjoyment of all my Friends 
mand Neighbours in thy Fear; till 

ou ſhalt pleaſe in thy good time 


to bring us to that Everlaſting : 

F4 Home and Haven of Reſt, which \ 
thou haſt provided for them that ' 
eos thee; all which I humbly beg 
for Jeſs Chriſt's fake, my Lord and | 


* 
"4 


=. 
©, 805 


the many means that lead thereto: 


ſee my Friends Face with ſuck; 


der unto thee, O Lord, the Pre- 


and Thankſgivings. 1 57 
a Thankſgiving after S Fourney. 22 


Moſt Merciful and Gracious 
| God our Saviour, whoſe 


Goodneſs it is to hear our Prayers, 
and to deliver us from the Dangers 
our Sins moſt juſtly deſerve, from 
Death, Hell and the Grave, and | | 
Bleſſed be thy Name that I am yer 
alive and in a Capacity to praiſe - / 
thee for this great meaſure of thine | 
infinite Mercy, for ſaving me from 
all the Dangers I have, by thy o- 0 
ver- ruling Providence, either paſt 


or eſcaped. 41 

That the Perils of the Wind, } 
the Weather, the Way, that et. 
ther were or might 'have been, - 
have not deſtroyed me. That 1 


Comfort as ſeems beſt to thy He- 
venly Wiſdom. What ſhall I ren» | 


ſerver of Men? Let me return 
thee Praiſe in my Mouth, and ſin- g 
cere Thanks i my Heart, d 
further intreat thee to fill my Soul . 
with great Apprehenſions of t 
unſpeakable Mercies. And, O der 
Father, grant that my Thanktuk 
neſs may be as great as my nee; 


* 
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: 8 4 Pr ayer for a Child. 
F Mercy are. Lord, let thy Mer. 
l Loving Kindneſs endure for 


ver and ever upon me. Let the 
of of thy. Favours engage me 


o ſhew forth a Thankful Heart by 
= conſtant fear of thy Name, 
* 


a more ardent: Love of thy 
Goodneſs (ſweet is thy Love and 
great is thy Mercy) by a more ſure 


ſelf unto thee in all my ways, 
{through Jeſus Chriſt -our Lord, 
Amen. Our Father, &c. ; 
4 A little Child's Prayer. 
OOD Lord be merciful unto 
& J me, and bleſs me, forgive me 
1 my Sins, make me thy faithful 
Servant, and keep me from-all evil 
this Day (or this Night) and for 
evermore, thro* Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. Our Father, &c. 
Another Prayer for à Child. 
Each me, O Lord, the ways 
of thy Fear, and incline mine 
Heart unto thy Will. Bend my 
mind to love and ſerve thee, and let 
nothing delight me ſo much as to 
Neaſe thee my God and Saviour. 
„ Bleſs me, Bleſs my Fa- 
| 4.1 —_ ther or Mother (or 1 
5 Guardian) and give me 
+ = | 


Grace 


truſting in thee, and giving up my 


Grace to love, Honour and hum ; 
and for thee, Bleſs my * 


thee. And grant, O Lord, tha 


Grace, tiroughr Jeſus cr * 


wo, 


Devont Prayer. 1 


bly obey Them in thee 


Brothers and Siſters and all my 
Friends Relations and Neighbours}: 
and give me Grace to love and re. 
ſpe& them. Provide for me iu 
Mercy, and let me not want ay 
thing that thou ſeeſt good for me! 
Preſerve me by thy Power, and 
8 me by thy Grace, that I mai 
ive in thy Fear and die in thy Ff 
vour, through Jefus Chriſt” owes? 
Lord, Amen. Our Father, &c. 
A Prayer againſt Evil Thoughts. 3 
VU Rn Lord, from 
'Y al*Wickedneſs, and let no; 
vain Thoughts lodge within me. DS 
liver me from all Blaſphemous 
Thoughts, Murmuring and Res 
pining at thy Providence, treachg-,/ 
rous Devices, revengeful Purpds: 
fes, Covetous Deſigns, uncleah 
Deſires, and whatſoever elfe ma 
render my ways diſpleaſing to 


my Heart and Thoughts, Intemts 
tions and Deſires, and all my 
clinations may be ſMEifed wit 

thy Fear, and guided by thi,” 


Lord. Amen. i 


% Pions Directions. 
When the Weather is unſes- 
Ponable, uſe thoſe two admirable 
= Colleds of our Church, for Rain 
pre Fair Weather, as occaſion may 
= require. | 

| When you have prayed long 
d duly for.a Mercy from Mea- 
yen, and your Prayers are not 
anſwered ; that at length they 
may become prevalent, it is ne- 
geſſary that the Chriſtian Duties 
ptr Faſting and Alms- giving, be 
Frequently intermix'd, for theſe 
e the two Wings whereupon 
Holy Prayers are to be mounted 
into Heaven, and graciouſly ac - 
gepted in the Preſence of God. 
When you devote any Day to 
plemn Faſting and Humiliation, 
know no better Forms of De- 
tion, than David's Penitential 
falms before ſer down, the gth 
hapter of Daniel, the gth Chap- 
er of Ezekiel, and the whole La- 
mentations of Feremiah : Or you 

ay add the Commination with 
certain Prayers to be uſed on 
dſb-Wedneſday, being the Firſt 


IN 2 18 12 üs 


— 
*»43 
0 


